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Karl Aranjo is a guy hangin’ out in Southern California, 
doin’ the guitar thing!  A graduate of the prestigious 
Berklee College of Music in Boston Massachuttes he 
was a protégé of the great William G. Leavitt, a world 
renown educator and creator of the Berklee method. 
Karl has also studied with many of the world's great 
players and has built a solid career as a performer, 
arranger, session player, sought after instructor and 
best selling author of five other guitar books including 
the highly acclaimed Guitar Buddy, Guitar Chord 
Guru and Guitar Scale Guru.

Karl is a dedicated, experienced and passionate teacher and is the 
founder of GuitarU.com a distance learning company that takes all the 
guesswork and endless Google and Youtube searches out of internet 
guitar study.  Musicians and teachers alike can count on GuitarU.com to 
provide unique, high quality, music school grade courses and lesson 
materials. GuitarU.com is not only for those who want to seriously study 
the art of modern guitar playing, but also offers lots of free stuff for a 
beginner or an experienced player who may want to get their feet wet
 with our one of a kind multimedia course work. 

http://www.guitaru.com

 
 
To Read Karl’s Music Education and Guitar Life Blog .

http://www.karlaranjo.com

 

Email 

karlaranjo@yahoo.com.
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A 
 
A-440- 1.)  The tuning standard for the free world.  This means that 
the note “A” is tuned to a frequency of 440  
cycles per second (Hertz). 
 
AABA- 1.)  The standard 32 bar song form as perfected in the Irving 
Berlin song I Got Rhythm.  Most Jazz  
standards follow the AABA song form.  Some well known examples 
include Autumn Leaves, Satin Doll and  
Take the A-Train. 
 

Acapella- 1.)  Without the accompaniment of an 
 instrument. 
 

Acapulco- 1.)  A funny way to say Acapella. 
 

Accidental- 1.)  A sharp (#) or flat (b)  
indication. 

 
Accordion- 1.)  Without the  
accompaniment of an instrument. 

 
Acoustic- 1.)  A band or selection from a band which uses 
non-electric instruments.  2.)  An acoustic  
guitar. 
 
Acid Rock- 1.)  The hard heavy Rock music of the late 
1960’s such as Jimi Hendrix, Deep Purple and Cream. 
 
Action- 1.)  The ease and physical, mechanical properties 
associated with playing an instrument.  The playability of 
all musical instruments is spoke of in terms of action.  e.g.  
“This synthesizer has action just like a piano.”  e.g.   
“The action of my electric guitar is much lower than the action of 
my acoustic guitar.” 
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Agent- 1.)  Someone who hires the 
entertainment for someone else’s party or establishment.  All agents 
are known for their truthfulness, pleasant demeanor, and maintaining 
the highest ethics in their  
professional endeavors. 
 
Act- 1.)  A Musical ensemble capable of 
performing  
rehearsed material.  e.g. “How many people in 
your act?”  2.)  General behavior and 
personality.  e.g. “Clean up your Act!” 
 
ADAT- 1.)  Acronym for Alesis Digital Audio Tape.  An 8 track 
digital recorder made by the Alesis Corporation which has quickly 
become an industry standard. 
 
ADSR- 1.)  Stands for Attack, Sustain, Decay, Release 
-the four main settings of a programmable synthesizer or  
envelope generator.  Attack is the time it takes a note to achieve full 
volume.  Sustain is the volume level which is held constant or is 
Decayed to after the initial burst of  
volume.  The time it takes for the note to fade into silence is the 
Release.   
 
Advance- 1.)  All the money you will ever see from a record label. 
 
Aftertouch- 1.)  Commands sent to a synthesizer by  
varying the pressure on a key after it has been touched.  
Aftertouch pressure can cause a sound effect such as tremolo or 
vibrato, or more sophisticated changes such as layering new sounds on 
top of the original one.   
 
Alla Breve- (AH-lay Bra-vay) 1.)  A quick, half note feel in which the 
half note, not the quarter note receives the beat.  A tempo of 2/2.  See 
Cut Time.  
 

AGENT 



Alligator- 1.)  White musicians who steal all their ideas from black 
musicians.  In the music industry, this is a tradition.  2.)  Anyone who 
is square or jive.  e.g.  “See you later alligator.”  3.)  Any white 
people interested in or involved with Jazz. 
 
All Reet- 1.)  All right.  2.)  An enthusiastic affirmation. 
 
All That- 1.)  When someone is held in extremely high  regard or 
loved by someone they are said to be all that.  e.g.  “I think my old 
man is all that and a bag of chips.”  
 
Alto- 1.)  The Alto saxophone,  
an Eb transposing instrument in the mid range 
(see illus.).  The artist most  
associated with the alto is the Yardbird, Charlie 
Parker. 
 
Amp- 1.)  An instrument or P.A. amplifier.  2.)  To increase the 
volume or play loudly.  e.g. “Metallica was Amped!” 
 
Analog- 1.)  Measured or capable of being represented 
by one of an infinite number of points along a scale or  
continuum.  An analog computer for example, works on 
quantities of volts and not digital data.  Tape recorders 
and phonograph machines are analog devices.  As a rule 
of thumb, the older analog type of musical gear has 
given way to the newer and superior (?) digital 
equipment. 
 
Angel- 1.)  One who provides the necessary financing to any 
entertainment business endeavor. A financial backer. 
 
A & R- 1.)  Means ‘Artist & Repertoire’.  The A & R Man is the man 
to decide who gets signed to a recording contract. 
 
Anticipation- 1.)  A note played one eighth note before the beat.  In 
the example above, the second note is played exactly in the middle of  
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beats 2 and 3.  Musicians call this the ‘and of two’. 
 
Apple- The Big Apple - 1.)  New York, New York, Jazz capital of 
the world.  2.)  Any large city.  3.)  Record label founded by 
The Beatles, the most  
fabled and probably greatest Rock band of the 1960’s.  
 
Archtop- 1.)  Electric hollow body guitar used in Jazz.  Their  
tops are arched and ideally, carved. 
 
Armstrongs- 1.)  High, well formed and placed notes on 
the trumpet, reminiscent of Louis Armstrong.  
 
Armpit- 1.)  An unattractive, unappealing location.  A 
dark, seedy town. 
 
Arrangement- 1.)  A reworking of an existing tune, often done 
specifically for a band or soloist.  Arranging is essentially composing 
because the Arranger may add counter melodies, rhythmic accents, 
solo sections and reharmonizations. 
 
ASCAP- 1.)  Acronym for American Society of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers,  ASCAP is responsible for the  
collection and distribution of artist royalties.  BMI & SESAC are the 
two other major royalties organizations. 
 
Attack- 1.)  The point at which a note or chord begins.   
2.)  Any action which results in a sound being produced by an 
instrument.  3.)  In a synthesizer, the speed at which a note attains full 
volume. 
 
Attenuate- 1.)  The reduction or electronic lessening of  
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signal (output) level.  An Attenuator is a device which 
reduces signal level and prevents overloading.  Attenuators are most 
often used on recording studio microphones. 
 
Autograph- 1.)  An original copy of a score, composition or 
arrangement in the actual handwriting of the author. 
 
Axe- 1.)  An electric guitar or bass.  2.) A Sax or any  
instrument.  Aspiring musicians were often sent to a  
woodshed to unobtrusively hone their skills.  Axe probably became 
part of the vernacular because it rhymes with sax. 
 
Axeman- 1.)  Any guitar player.  2.)  A professional  
guitarist.  

B 
 
B-3- 1.)  The Hammond B-3 organ sound as heard on countless Blues, 
R&B, Jazz and Classic Rock recordings.   Famous for a rich, singing 
tone, the Hammond B-3 sound is the benchmark which all other Blues, 
R&B, Jazz and Rock organ sounds are compared to. 
 
Back-Cycling- 1.)  A chord progression whose root motion follows 
the circle of fifths.  See Circle of fifths. 
Back-Timing- 1.)  In film scoring, synchronizing the end of the music 
with the end of the dialogue, narrative or some other audible cue. 
 
Baby Dodds- 1.)  Jazz drummer Warren Dodds best known for his 
work with Sidney Bechet. 
 
Backbeat- 1.)  The strong accenting of beats 2 & 4 in a 4/4 time feel.  
Backbeats are associated with Blues, R&B,  
Jazz-Fusion, and Rock. 
 
Backing- 1.)  The musical accompaniment provided to a soloist or 
singer by a band. 
 



Backup, Backup band- 1.)  The musicians, often nameless and 
faceless,  who play behind a known personality, star or small 
ensemble.  
 
Bad- 1.)  Particularly skilled or competent.  Anything good, wonderful 
or excellent.  e.g. “That cat was bad on that tune!”  2.) A well 
crafted, exciting composition.   
e.g. “Jeff Beck penned some bad tunes!”   
 
Badboy- 1.)  Anything top notch, of high quality or very 
effective.  e.g. “The new Yamaha synth is one bad boy!”  
 
Bad News- 1.)  Any person, place, thing or event which is negative 
and unpleasant.  
 
Bag- 1.)  A style, discipline or genre.  One’s bag is or her general 
overall area of expertise, repertoire and bag of tricks.  e.g. “It’s really 
not my bag, but my polka gig pays some real good bread.” 
 
Bags- 1.)  Jazz vibraphonist Milt Jackson. 
 
Ball and Chain- 1.)  Wife or girlfriend.  2.) Husband or boyfriend.  
 
Banana- 1.)  A comedian.  
 
Banana Plug- 1.)  An RCA type of audio connector.  See illustration. 
 
Bandman- 1.)  A musician who always performs as part of a larger 
group and never as a single or front person.  
e.g.  “I only play trombone...I’m definitely a band man.” 
 
Bankroll- 1.)  To provide the money needed for a business venture. 
 
Bantar- 1.)  A six string banjo, tuned and strung like a guitar.  A cross 
between a BANjo & guiTAR.   
 
Barbecue- 1.)  A love interest or any beautiful woman. 



 
Bard- 1.)  An antiquated word for an expressive, vocalizing minstrel 
of Celtic origin.  Bard is now used to describe a singing guitarist who 
performs meaningful songs. 
 
Bari- 1.)  The very large Baritone  
saxophone, an “Eb” transposing  
instrument in the low range.  The  
Champion and great innovator of the Bari is 
the immortal Gerry Mulligan. 
 
Barrelhouse- 1.)  A hot and bluesy brand of Ragtime  
piano.  2.)  Loud, lively, kick ass Blues. 
 
Barre Chords, Bar Chords- 1.)  Guitar chords where 
several notes on one fret are played by the same flat 
finger. 
 
Bass Fiddle- 1.)  The Bass Violin or Double Bass.  Also called  The 
Bull Fiddle, The Dog House, The Upright or The String Bass  
 
Bean, The- 1.)  Coleman Hawkins, Jazz saxophonist 
extrodinaire.  As part of the Mintons Playhouse scene, 
The Bean cut his teeth with Bird and Diz. 
 
Be-Bop- 1.)  The pinnacle of Jazz technique as 
pioneered by Dizzy (see Dizzy) and Bird (see Bird).  
Be-Bop is characterized by fast, aggressive tempos, 
advanced Jazz harmony, spontaneous reharmonizing 
and brilliantly inventive improvisations.  Playing Be-
Bop convincingly is an  
impressive feat of musicianship.  
 
Beef- 1.)  An argument.  2.)  Any statement delivered 
with a sense of conviction. 
 
Bell- 1.)  The large, open rounded end of a horn.  
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Belly Fiddle- 1.)  A guitar.  
 
Belt, Belt it out- 1.) Forceful, enthusiastic singing done with a full, 
broad voice. 
 
Berklee- 1.)  Berklee College of Music, 1140 Boylston St., Boston 
Mass.  Berklee is widely considered to be the best music school in the 
world. 
 
Big Band- 1.)  A Large, typically 17 piece, band associated with the 
Swing music of the 1930’s & 1940’s.  Glen Miller, Tommy Dorsey, 
Count Basie and Duke Ellington all had legendary, musically 
influential big bands. 
 
Big Time- 1.)  The income and  
notoriety which accompanies success on a grand 
scale. 
 
Billboard- 1.)  Music industry trade  
paper which serves as the guide to trends, sales 
and market analysis. 
 
Bins- 1.)  Large Bass Speaker cabinets of a P.A system.  
 
Bio- 1.)  A short biography included as part of a press kit or 
promotional materials.  
 
Bird- Yardbird 1.)  Charlie Parker, generally considered among the 
most influential Jazz musicians to have ever lived.  Bird, along with 
Dizzy Gillespe is credited with developing the Be-Bop vocabulary.  
Bird died a sad and premature death at the age of 35.  
 
Birdie- 1.)  A grace note. 
 
Bird’s Eye- 1.)  The notational symbol for a fermata(pause).  
 
Birdland- 1.)  New York City Jazz club of legendary stature named 

BIG BAND 
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for Charlie ‘Bird’ Parker. 
 
Biscuit Board- 1.)  A Lap Steel, also known as the  
Hawaiian guitar. 
 
Bitch- 1.)  To complain and nag.  2.)  Tough luck.  e.g. “Ain’t that a 
bitch!”  3.)  Formidable or impressive. 
e.g. “That guitar is a real bitch.” 
 
Bitchin’- 1.) Any person, place or thing which is  
impressive, excellent, or formidable.  e.g. “Branford’s new record is 
bitchin’!” 
 
Bite- 1.)  To copy someone else musical ideas and or style.  e.g.  “All 
these guitar players be biting Hendrix.” 
 
Blackdot, Blacknote- 1.)  Sheet music or leadsheets. 
 
Blackface- 1.)  An instrument amplifier manufactured in the 1960’s by 
the Fender Corporation of Fullerton CA., prior to an acquisition by 
CBS.  The Blackface amplifiers are highly sought after for their warm 
vintage tone. 
 
Blast- 1.)  To play very loudly through an amplifier.   
2.) A party or enjoyable time. 
 
Block Chords, Block Harmony- 1.)  On the piano, a string of spread 
voicings in parallel motion.  Block chords are also playable as a 
guitarists barre chords. 
 
Blood Harmony- 1.)  Harmonious singing by siblings or 
other blood relatives.  There are those who feel that 
blood harmony has a wonderful, almost magical 
quality. 
 
Blow- ‘Blowing’ 1.)  To play an enthused,  
energetic, musically exciting improvised solo is to Blow 

BLOWIN



or Blow up a storm.  To play freely and smoothly.  e.g. “Johnny 
Hodges could Blow.”  
 
Blown Away- 1.)  Amazed or greatly impressed with some person, 
place, thing or event.   e.g. “I went with Andy to see The Who and I 
was blown away!”  
 
Blowin’ Heavy- 1.)  To play excellently. 
 
Blow Off- 1.)  To avoid, ignore or shirk a person or some 
responsibility.  2.)  To break an appointment. 
 
Blue- 1.)  Sad and depressed.  e.g.  “I am blue tonight!”  2.)  
Nickname of Rich Mitchell, known for his trumpet work with Horace 
Silver. 
 
Blue-Eyed Soul- 1.)  When white musicians convincingly and 
authentically play a style developed and ‘owned’ by black musicians .  
2.)  The Righteous Brothers, a popular music act which had its 
heyday in the 1960’s, adopted Blue-eyed Soul as their moniker. 
 
Blues, The- 1.)  Entirely original American art form which spawned 
all Pop, Rock, R&B, and of course, the modern electric Blues.  Blues 
is guitar driven music characterized by its own harmony, indomitable 
spirit, humor and down home wisdom.  The Blues is also somewhat of 
a philosophy and way of life.  2.)  To be blue is to have the Blues. 
 
Bluenotes- 1.)  The flatted 3rd and 7th degrees of the Major scale.  
The actual bluenote is widely believed to be a slightly off pitched, gut 
bucket note located somewhere  
between the Major 3rd and minor 3rd.  This bluenote is very vocal and 
particularly expressive on the pick style or slide guitar. 
 
Blue Note- 1.)  Fabled New York City Jazz club.  
2.) Big time Jazz record label. 
 
Blues Scale- 1.)  Minor pentatonic scale with the addition of a passing 



tone: the flatted fifth of the Major scale.  Among electric guitarists, the 
Blues scale is somewhat of a philosophy and way of life and often the 
only fully explored and developed melodic device in a guitarists style. 
Board- 1.)  A mixing board like those found on P.A.  
systems and in  
recording studios.  
2.)  A ticket to a show or 
 concert. 
 
Bomb- 1.)  A shabby, poor or awful  
performance met with a negative audience response such as  
heckling.  2.)  In the 1990’s, bomb came to mean anything superior, 
excellent or of very high quality -sort of like ‘bad’ meaning ‘good’. e.g. 
“Steve says his new yellow bass is the bomb.” 
 
Bombs- 2.) Loud, aggressive, atypical accents on the drums.  Most often 
thought of as a Be-Bop or Jazz  
technique,  Bombs were first associated with the great Kenny Clarke. 
 
Bone- 1.)  A trombone.   
 
Boogie-Woogie- 1.)  A rhythmically driving, spirited hybrid of 
Ragtime, Barrelhouse and Blues played of the piano.  Boogie-woogie is 
characterized by insistent rhythms,  
repetitive bass figures and a syncopated melody.  2.) Pop music of the 
1930’s & 1940’s. 
 
Book- 1.)  To arrange a date for a performance.   
 
Booking Agent- 1.)  One who would arrange a date for a performance.  
See Agent. 
 
Boom-  1.)  An extending arm on a microphone stand. 
 
Boomy- 1.)  An instrument signal, or an entire mix which has too much 
of the low end frequency and/ or reverb. 
 



Boom Sticks- 1.)  
Drumsticks.  
 
Boss- 1.)  Superior 
or excellent.  e.g. “ 
Their new album is Boss.” 
 
Boss, The- 1.)  Rock star, and Academy 
Award winner Bruce Springsteen.   
 
Bossa- Bossa Nova 1.)  The characteristic Jazz and modern 
dance style of Latin America.  The Bossa Nova, best  
typified by the writing of Antonio Carlos Jobim,  was first 
popularized by the great Stan Getz with his recording of 
the Girl From Ipenama.  The Bossa Nova is most easily  
identified by its simple, repetitive bass figure  
(See Illustration). 
 
Boogie- 1.)  Strong yet relaxed up tempo shuffle in the 
Rock, R&B or electric Blues 
vein.2.)  To leave.   
3.)  A Mesa Boogie amplifier, 
widely considered to be the  
Rolls- Royce of guitar amplifiers. 
 
Boom Box- 1.)  A portable stereo system.  
 
Bootsy- 1.)  Funk star, Bootsy Collins of the super-
group Parliament.  The definitive Funk bass 
player with a strong  
command of slap & pop vocabulary, Bootsy often 
wore  
outrageous shades and huge outlandish boots. 
 
Bop- 1.)  Be-Bop music.  2.) A bouncy, spirited or joyful 
manner of walking.  
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Boston Piano- 1.)  Ragtime or Boogie-woogie piano.  
 

Boston, The- 1.)  A slow sophisticated waltz. 
 
Bottleneck- 1.)  Slide guitar.  2.)  A glass or 
metal tube used to play slide guitar. 
 
Bottom- 1.)  The low or Bass end of the sound 
spectrum.  

 
Bottoms- 1.)  Shoes. 
 
Bounce- 1.)  An uptempo, uncomplicated Jazz or Be-Bop 
tune often, but not always a Blues form.   
2.)  In multi-track recording, to re-record two or more 
tracks onto one track of the same tape deck in order to make 
room for additional material.   

(See Ping-Pong)  
 
Box- 1.)  An acoustic guitar.  2.) Jazz Box -An arched top 
Jazz style electric guitar.   
3.) An upright piano.  4.)  A portable stereo. 
 
Box Pattern- 1.)  A minor pentatonic scale  as played on 
the lead guitar is often called a Box Pattern.  The Box 
Pattern is heavy use and abuse in the Rock and Blues veins.   
 
BPM- 1.)  In computerese, Beats Per Minute.  
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Brain- 1.)  Top detached section of a small P.A. system or 
large amplifier.  The Brain may sit 
on top of its speaker 
cabinet. 
 
Bread-  
1.)  Money.   
 
 
 
Break- 1.)  A section of a song which  
focuses on an instrumentalist such as a Drum Break.  A 
Break usually involves a decrease in general overall activity 
(or actual stopping) while  
maintaining a strict tempo from the band  2.)  A 
sudden and  
dramatic career advance or opportunity.  3.)  What 
musicians do in-between their sets, a rest period.   
4.)  An instrumental solo.   
 
Breakdown- 1.)  A type of bluegrass or hillbilly 
song which is used for an up tempo dance.  2.)  A 
systematic  
decrescendo or lessening of musical activity. 
 
Bridge- 1.)  The ‘B section’ of a song.  The 

bridge of a song 
generally uses fresh 
sounding harmony.  2.) 
The part of a stringed 
instrument where the 
strings are attached to the body.  2.)  
A loan of money. 
 
Bright- 1.)  The daytime. 
 
British Invasion- 1.)  The popularity 
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and Pop music  
dominance of English Rock groups 
in the early 1960’s.  The principle 
players in the game 
were The Beatles, 
The Rolling 
Stones, The Kinks 
and The Who.  

Lesser 
but  
important groups included The Zombies, 
Herman’s Hermits, Gerry and the 
Pacemakers, Chad and Jeremy and The 

Vogues. 
Bro- 1.)  My Brother.  Used to address someone while  
indicating friendship and respect.e.g.  “Thanks for lettin’ 
Me borrow your ax, bro.” 
 
Brown Off- 1.)  An error made during a performance. 
 
Brushes- 1.)  Drum sticks which have a bundle of plastic or 
metal wires affixed to the end.  Brushes soften the crisp  
attach of modern drums and produce a mild swishing sound 
often heard on Jazz ballads. 
 
Bullet - 1.)  A song quickly climbing the Top 40 or hot 100 
charts of record sales. 
 
Bullet Mike- Green Bullet 1.)  The Shure 520D  
microphone, popular among harmonica players. 
 
Bull Fiddle- 1.)  The Bass Violin.   
 
Burn- 1.)  To record or commit any data to a digital format.  
2.)  To record anything in anyway is to burn it. 
 
Burnin’- 1.)  In a musical sense, 
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skilled and remarkably competent .   
e.g. “ You guys were Burnin’!” 
 
Buss- 1.)  On a mixing console, the routing and  
combination point of audio signals.  A buss has a VU meter 
and outputs to the monitor system. 
 
Busk- 1.)  To play music on the street or in the subway for 
tips.  2.) To play music entirely from memory, without the 
aid of sheet music. 
 
Buzz- 1.)  Music business gossip.  e.g. “What kind of Buzz 
has your new been band getting?” 
 
Buzz mute- 1.)  A trumpet mute with a vibrating metal  
diaphragm which gives a metallic, raspy, buzzing sound.    
 

C 
 
Cab- 1.)  Cab Calloway a.k.a. the Hi-De Ho 
Man.  The  
refrain of his trademark song, Minnie the 
Moocher, contains the famous non-sense 
syllables ‘hi de hi de hi de ho’.   
 
Cabinet- 1.)  A speaker cabinet used for a P.A. system or 
instrument amplifier. 
 
Cadence- 1.)  The sound of resolution made by switching 
chords.  A sequence or progression of two or more chords 
that brings with it a feeling and mood  
of completion. 
 
Cage- 1.)  A Large modern Rock & Roll drum set with a 
large boxy frame made out of chrome tubing, giving it a 
cage-like  
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appearance.   
 
Cake- 1.)  Money.  2.)  Something very easy to do.   
e.g.  “Those charts were cake.” 
 
Captain Trips- 1.)  Jerry Garcia, founder and leader of 
the Grateful Dead.  See also Jerry. 
 
Call- 1.)  To be telephoned or otherwise 
summoned to a gig is to get the call. 
Calligraphy- 1.)  The art of copying music 
by hand. 
 
Canary- 1.)  A female singer. 
 
Canned- 1.)  The end of employment,  
being fired.  2.)  Prerecorded or sequenced 
music. 
 
Cans- 1.)  Headphones.  
 
Cannonball- 1.)  Saxophonist Julian Adderly 
brother of Nat Adderly.  Cannonball is known for his 
ability to bring a down-home bluesy flavor to his own very 
sophisticated and critically acclaimed form of Jazz.  As a 
bandmate of the great Joe Zawinal, Cannonball had a 
commercial success with the song Mercy, Mercy”.  His 
bluesy composition  
Work Song is a favorite among Jazz musicians. 
 
Casual- 1.)  A West Coast expression describing a routine 
gig which working musicians often get at  private affairs 
like Weddings or Corporate Events. 
 
Castrato- 1.)  A classically trained male vocalist with a  
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soprano voice.  The important part 
about being a castrato is the fact that they 
were actually castrated before the onset of 
puberty and therefore the lowering of the 
voice.  This  
practice, no longer in use, resulted in the 
writing of many male soprano parts which are often 
extremely challenging or impossible by today’s standards.  
I personally have done many things to get a gig, but...... 
 
Cat- 1.)  A male person.  The word cat is  
basically neutral.  Cool cats and hip cats would be the 
favorable end of the cat spectrum while jive cats and funky 
cats would typically be the less than favorable end .  e.g. 
“You cats can jam!” or perhaps “You cats are jive!”  
Chair- 1.)  A job in a big band or orchestra is called the 
chair.  1st chair, a leadership role, is considered more  
prestigious and demanding.  
 
Chairmen of the Board, The-  
1.)  Frank Sinatra a.k.a. as Ol’ Blue eyes.  A master 
vocalist and stylist with an impressive command of Jazz 
phrasing Frank Sinatra is  
always held in the highest professional regard.  As a star of 
the silver screen and cultural icon, Frankie was as hip as it 
got, Jack. 
 
Changes- 1.)  The chord changes to a piece of music.  e.g. 
“Play the changes on the piano.”  2.) Changes are the 
emotional ups and downs which can come from a 
multitude of sources.  Insincere or duplicitous 
behavior can cause one to go through changes.  
3.)  The feelings developed as a  
result of a romantic relationship.  e.g. “My lady is 
puttin’ me through some changes!” 
 
Channel- 1.)  An individual section of recording 
tape or a digital recorder containing a single 
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instrument sound or  
otherwise independent recording.  2.)  The bridge or “B” 
section of a song See Bridge. 
 
Chanteuse- 1.)  The French word for a female 
singer.  Chanteuse has come to mean a lady 
Jazz or club singer. 
 
Charge- 1.)  A thrill.  
 
Chart- 1.)  Sheet music, usually for use with a 
band.   
 
Cheater- 1.)  A guitar capo is called a cheater because it 
saves one the trouble of learning Bar chords.  The modern 
acoustic guitarists, such as David Wilcox, Chris Procter, 
and Phil Keaggy have take the capo to unheard of heights.  
 
Cheater- 1.)  A guitarists capo. 
 
Cheaters- 1.)  Eyeglasses.  
 
Check It Out- 1.)  To investigate or analyze.  e.g. “Check 
out this II-V lick that I copped from Jim Hall.”  
 
Cheesy- 1.)  Corny or amateurish or outdated playing.  2.) 
Anything Cheap, flimsy, tacky, garish or substandard.  
 
Chestnut, An Old- 1.)  A favorite, tried and true, great old 
song.  e.g. “Let’s play Bill Bailey , that’s a nice old  
chestnut.” 
 
Chicken Pickin'- 1.)  In country music, fast, staccato  
guitar runs accented by string snapping and wailing string 
bends.  e.g.  “Bok, Bok, Bok, Bok, Bok, Bok, Aaaah.” 
 
Chickenshit- 1.)  Weak, amateurish, or far below  
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acceptable standards.  2.) Insensitive, insincere or deceitful  
behavior. 
 
Chill- 1.)  To relax or calm down.  e.g. “I’m goin’ to my 
pad to chill.” 
 
Chime- 1.)  A bell-like harmonic guitar note.  2.)  The hour. 
 
Chirp- 1.)  A female singer. 
 
Chi-Town- 1.)  Chicago Illinois, home of the modern  
electric Blues.  
 
Choff- 1.)  Food.  
 
Choice- 1.)  Top quality, desirable.  
 
Chops- 1.)  General overall physical and technical skill are 
your chops.  What enables one to play elaborate, physically 
demanding passages. 
 
Chorus- 1.)  One time through the chord progression to a 
song is a chorus.  Instrumental solos in a Jazz and Blues 
setting are done for a certain number of choruses.   
e.g.  “Take two choruses on the Alto, then do the head.”   
2.)  A signal modulation device which supposedly gives an 
electric instrument a thick, lush sound. 
 
Chump- 1.)  An unaware, dull or dimwitted person.  A 
geek, dupe or tactless non-desirable.  
 
Chunkin’- 1.)  The insistent eighth note, muffled groove 
played on each and every Heavy Metal guitar recording.  
 
Circle of Fifths- 1.) The classic method of organizing the 
12 keys (separate and distinct Major scales) in the  
language of Music. When moving clockwise around the 
circle of fifths, the keys are separated by an interval of a 
fifth.  That is to say  "G" is the fifth note of a "C" Major 



scale while "D" is the fifth note of a "G" Major scale.  
When the keys are organized in this manner each  
successive key contains one more sharp than the previous 
key.  This is the logic and beauty of the circle of fifths.  
When moving counter clockwise the diagram is often called 
the circle of fourths.  In this case, each new key contains 
one more flat than the previous key.  The keys are separated 
by an interval of a fourth-e.g.- "F" is the fourth note of a 
"C" Major scale while "Bb" is the fourth note of an "F" 
Major scale and so on throughout the entire circle.  
(See Illustration on pg. 22).  
 
Circuit - 1.)  A number of night clubs or performance 
venues with something, like geographical proximity or  
format in common.  e.g.  A college circuit, nightclub  
circuit or coffeehouse circuit. 
 
Circus Jump- 1.)  Two gigs within a 24 hour period.  Two 
set-ups and two tear downs in the space of one day.   
 
City, The- 1.)  Although there are many cities in our world, 
The City, is undoubtedly  
New York, New York, Jazz capital of the world.  Its been 
said that if you can make it there, you can make it 
anywhere.   
See Big Apple, The.  
 
Clam- 1.)  A bad note.  An off or wrong note  2.)  A dollar.  
3.) A shellfish.   
 
Clambake- 1.)  A performance rich with an over  
abundance of wrong notes.  A shoddy, weak and amateurish  
performance or jam session. 
 
Classic Rock- 1.)  Top 40 Rock & Roll music made  





approximately between 1960 & 1980.  
 
Clave- 1.)  Rhythmic ideas which define the afro-Cuban 
sound.  2.)  Two sonorous wooden sticks on which the 
clave rhythm is often played.  
 
Clean- 1.)  Precise and flawless in a musical sense. 
Smooth.  2.)  A drug and alcohol free lifestyle.  3.)  A non-
distorted electric guitar sound.  4.)  To be all dressed up. 
 
Cliché- 1.)  A very well known, overplayed musical phrase 
such as the intro to Jonnie B. Goode or common knowledge 
passage like Shave And A Haircut. 
 
Click Track- 1.)  A metronome pulse recorded on a scratch 
track for use as a timing reference during a recording  
session.  The click track is erased and doesn’t make it on 
the final mix. 
 
Clinker- 1.)  An unwanted shrill, high pitched squawk 
made on a clarinet or sax. 
 
Clipping- 1.)  A type of distortion due to an unplanned 
change in the audio waveform or input levels.  The term 
clipping usually denotes something undesirable while  
distortion is very often a desirable addition to the sound of 
an electric guitar. 
 
Clock- 1.)  A device which sends timing cues to sequencers 
and synthesizers so they remain synchronized during  
playback. 
 
Closer- 1.)  The song a band plays to end its performance.  
Usually the closer, or ‘set ender’ is the groups strongest 
piece.  2.)  The final act of a review, or twin billed show. 
 
Club- 1.)  A bar or restaurant which has entertainment. 
 



Clubbing- 1.)  Barhopping. Spending the night visiting 
various nightclubs. 
 
Club Owner- 1.)  Someone who owns or 
manages a night club and also hires the  
entertainment for the club.  Club owners are 
among the most beloved figures in the  
music industry. 
 
Clunker- 1.)  A bad note.  2.) A not too 
funny joke. 
 
C-Note- 1.)  A one hundred dollar bill.  
 
Coast- 1.)  A low key, no pressure situation which is  
negotiated with little or no serious effort.   
Coda- 1.)  A special section added on to a tune to give the 
ending extra impact. 
 
Coffin- 1.)  A large specially made rectangular case used 
by Disc Jockeys to transport their equipment.  A coffin  
usually contains one or two turntables, a C.D. player and 
controls for a small light show.  2.)  The place where most 
musicians would like to see their local D.J.  
 
Cold Shot- 1.)  A callous, insensitive deed or statement.  
e.g. “When my ex-girlfriend showed up at my gig with one 
of my friends, it was a cold shot”.  
 
College- 1.)  In hip talk, being in college means to be in 
prison. A euphemism for imprisonment. 
 
Combo- 1.)  A small band such as a Jazz trio. 
 
Combo Amp- 1.)  An instrument amplifier which contains 
the amp, pre amp and speaker in one cabinet: your basic 
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amp. 
 
Commercial- 1.)  Music of very little artistic value because 
it was created for the sole purpose of selling.  Exceptions, 
such as the group Chicago, maintain both excellent profits 
and high musical standards while avoiding 
any stigmatizations. 
 
Common Tones- 1.)  Notes shared by 
adjacent chords in a chord progression.  
 
Comp- 1.)  To accompany a soloist. 2.)  
Providing the backing chords on a piano, 
keyboard or guitar.  
 
Compound Intervals- 1.)  Two notes 
separated by a  
distance of more than one octave.  The compound intervals 
are the 9th, 11th, 10th, and 13th (see illustration). 
Compression 1.)  In audio processing, the reduction of  
dynamic range as expressed by a ratio.  A compressor 
would automatically control the volume of a signal as a 
method of reducing dynamic range. 
 
Concert- 1.)  A Rock or Pop performance in a large venue 
such as a baseball stadium.   2.) A presentation of Classical 
music. 
 
Concert Key- 1.)  Not transposed for a brass or wind  
instrument but rather based on the true A, 440.  All rhythm 
section instruments play in Concert Key. 
 
Concerted- 1.)  Played together. 
 
Cookin’, Cookin’ With Gas- 1.)  Sounding great.   
2.) Playing quickly.  e.g.  “That tune was cookin’.” 

CLUB OWNER 



 
Cool- 1.)  Highly desirable, acceptable and 
appropriate.  e.g. “This is a cool tune.”  2.) An 
agreeable, or stylish  
personality.   e.g. “Rick is cool.”   
 
Cool Jazz- 1.) Music from the West Coast Jazz scene of the 
early 1950’s.  As a form of rebellion from the hard bop 
tradition, the relaxed, easy style of Cool Jazz first became 
evident in the playing of Miles Davis and John Lewis. 
 
Cop- 1.)  To acquire.  e.g. “ I copped a new ax.”   Means   
“I bought a new instrument.”   
 
Cop an Attitude- 1.)  To develop an angry, hostile or  
negative attitude.   
 
Cop a Squat- 1.)  Sit down.  
 
Corporate- 1.)  Music created by large corporations for the 
purposes of selling.  2.)  Of little artistic value.  
 
Copy- 1.)  A knockoff or cheaper version of professional 
instrument made to look and sound like the original. 
 
Copy Band- 1.)  A band that plays only well known 
popular music.  Copy or Cover Bands often specialize in a  
particular genre or on a specific group, imitating the  
original music with striking detail. 
 
Corny- 1.)  Hokey. 
 
Cover- 1.)  To imitate or interpret 
an existing song is to Cover  that 
song.  e.g. “I play in a Top-40 
Cover band.” 
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Cover Charge- 1.)  A small admission fee paid to gain  
entrance to the neighborhood bar where your friends band 

is playing.  
 
Covers- 1.)  Restaurant or nightclub patrons are called  
covers. 
 
Counterpoint- 1.)  Two or more melodic lines being  
played at the same time.  
Count, The- 1.)  Count Basie, American pianist, composer 
and band leader from Kansas City.  The Count was known 
for impeccable taste and economic playing. 
 
  Cowboy- 1.)  Musical practices and procedures associated 
with Folk, country and western &  
bluegrass music which is generally  
misunderstood to be undemanding technically.  2.)  
Something done with a minimal amount of skill is often 
characterized as being cowboy.  e.g. “Don’t use those 
Cowboy chords again.”   
 
 
CPU- 1.)  Stands for Central Processing Unit.  CPU 
however, is most often meant to mean a computer.  2.)  An  
excellent way to waste huge amounts of time. 
 
Crash & Burn- 1.)  A musical performance exhibiting  



every possible mistake before ending in disaster.   
See also Train Wreck. 
 
Crazy- 1.)  Enjoyable, excitable & fun loving.   
e.g. “Those cats are crazy.”  2.)  Hot, swinging & cooking. 
 
Crib- 1.)  Place of residence. 
 
Croon- 1.)  A slow, romantic style of singing ballads.   
Bing Crosby is a prime example of a crooner.  
 
Crosskey- 1.)  The theory applied to the selection of the  
appropriate harmonica for a Blues or Rock application.  If a 
song is in the Key of A, the cross key is D Major  
(a.k.a. A Mixolydian).  Therefore, the 
proper harmonica to play is one in the 
Key of D (The Cross key is a 4th higher 
than the actual key). 
Cross-Talk- 1.)  In a multi-track tape 
recording situation, when the sound from 
one track leaks on to another track. 
 
Crotchet- 1.)  In England, a quarter note. 
 
Crunch- 1.)  A distorted guitar tone. 
 
Cue- until cue 1.)  A gesture, action, utterance or some 
very obvious musical idea used to lead the band to a new 
section of an arrangement.  2.)  A new section of  
musical activity in a movie. 
 
Cubby- 1.)  Place of residence. 
 
Cut, Cutting it- 1.)  Making the grade.  Admirable  
performance in a professional situation.  2.)  To outplay  
another.  3.)  An insult.  To speak ill of.  e.g. “Your old lady 
is always cutting on me.”  3.)  One musical selection found 
on a recording.  e.g. “There are some great cuts on those 
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old Tony Mottola Albums.” 
 
Cut Tape- 1.)  A demo tape containing short excerpts of 
several songs.  A band can demonstrate its range and  

versatility in the one or two fleeting moments that 
an agent or club owner may actually listen to the 
demo.  

 
Cutaway- 1.)  A guitar body which has been 
partially cut away during manufacture to facilitate 

playing high notes.  A double cutaway has a 
‘horn’ on either side of the 

neck.  The types of single cutaways 
are the angular Venetian and the smooth 
Florentine.  (See illustration on 
overleaf.) 
 
Cutting On- 1.)  Insulting or humiliating 
someone.   
2.)  Taking work from other musicians. 
 
Cut Loose- 1.)  To pull out all the stops, going all out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cut Time- 1.)  Alla breve or 2/2 instead of 4/4.  This two 
feel is very popular in Dixieland, Jazz and Country music. 
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Cycle of Fifths-Cycle of fourths See Circle of fifths. 
 

D 
 
Dad, Daddy-O- 1.)  A salutation or an address 
directed at any male.  i.e. “See ya later, dad.” 
 
Daisy Chain- 1.)  A series of connections made between 
various MIDI devices. 
 
Dance- 1.)  A long, drawn-out, ambiguous or pointless  
interpersonal meeting or negotiation.  Usually the person 
doing the dance is up to something.  e.g.  “My agent was 
doin’ a dance!” 
 
DAT- 1.)  Acronym for Digital Audio Tape.  The industry 
standard for professional demos in the 1990’s 
Dat- 1.)  In New York City, many other East Coast areas 
and in black english, dat means that.  
 

Date- 1.)  An 
engagement to perform 
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or record.  
 
Day Job- 1.)  A normal, everyday job is a Day Job.  2.)  
What you should not to quit without excellent prospects. 
 
Daylighting- 1.)  Working an ordinary 9 to 5 job, not in 
music.  
 
Dead- 1.)  An audience which is very small and/ or 
unresponsive or very quiet.   
2.)  An establishment with little or no business. 
 
Dead end- 1.)  In a recording studio, the portion of the  
facility with very little or no natural reverberation (rugs, 
foam).  Ideally, a studio would also contain a live end with 
lots of natural sound reflecting capabilities (wood, glass).  
Most studios employ the classic live end/ dead end  
construction design. 
 
Deadhead- 1.)  A devotee of the famed Rock group,  
The Grateful Dead.  As fans without equal, deadheads had 
been known to travel the countryside to catch dozens of the 
bands innumerable live shows.  Deadheads are identified 
by long flowing skirts, blue jeans, and colorful T-shirts  
bearing one of the bands many delightful logos. 
 
Dead, The- 1.)  Famed Rock group,  
The Grateful Dead.   
 
Decibel ( dB ) - 1.)  A unit of measurement for sound 
levels.  Decibels are based on logarithmic equations, so a 
sound of 25 dB sounds twice as loud as a sound measuring 
22 dB. 
 
Delay- 1.)  Electronic echo.  2.)  Device for creating  
electronic echo. 
 



Demo- 1.)  A recording used for demonstrating an act to 
an interested party. 
 
Desk- 1.)  In Europe, a mixing board.  
 
Diatonic- 1.)  Music based entirely on the 
Major scale. 
 
Died- 1.)  When a performance is ill-
received it is said to have died.  If your 
audience leaves, you’re fired before  
quitting time and/or heckled, you have died. 
 
Dig- 1.)  To admire or enjoy.  e.g. “I really 
dig your  
playing.”  2.) To investigate or check out.  e.g. “Hey Al, dig 
this tune.” 
 
Digit- 1.)  The amount of payment for a musical job.  e.g. 
“I’ll do the gig.  What’s the digit?”  
 
Digital- 1.)  Measured or capable of being represented by 
one of a finite number of points along a scale or continuum.  
Tape recorders and phonograph machines are analog  
devices while a C.D. player DAT machine or home  
computer are digital devices.  As a rule of thumb, the older 
analog type of musical gear has given way to the newer and 
superior (?) digital equipment.  2.)  Refers to musical 
equipment which employs computer technology to operate.  
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Digital Recording- 1.)  Sound recordings where the 
audio information is stored as electronic data as is 
done in a  
musical computer.  
 
Dim- 1.)  A reduction in volume.  Dim is usually 
used in the recording studio to refer to monitor 
level.  2.)  Someone who’s intelligence is less 
than average.  3.)  The evening. 
 
DIN Plug- 1.)  DIN is an acronym for Duetsche 
Industrie Normen a set of German manufacturing codes, 
sizes and standards.  The most common  
Din Plugs are the 5 pin 
adapters found at the end  
of MIDI cables. 
 
Direct Box- 1.)  A junction 
box which connects an 
instrument directly to a 
P.A. system, tape deck, or recording console.  The direct 
box changes the  
Hi-Z (Impedance) instrument output into a more  
manageable Low-Z signal.  The use of a direct box is called  
going direct, direct recording or direct injection. 
 
Dirty - 1.)  A distorted electric guitar is often called a dirty 
guitar. 
 
Distortion-1.)  A desirable, intentional effect on the electric 
guitar which gives a sustaining, raspy, fuzzy, crunchy 
sound.  Most guitarists spend years searching for the perfect 
distortion experimenting with endless combinations of  
processors, pickups, amps and guitars.  2.)  In recording, an 
wanted change in the audio signal usually caused by level 
problems.  A change in the waveform. 
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Diva-1.)  A female singer. 
 
Dixieland- 1.)  The earliest of the  
improvisational Jazz forms.  A Dixieland band typically has 
a banjo, clarinet,  
trumpet, trombone and tuba which are used to create the 
characteristic two feel and  
exciting contrary motion effects identified with the style. 
 
Dizzy- 1.)  Jazz trumpet master John Birks ‘Dizzy’ 
Gillespe.  After leaving the Duke Ellington band 
he and Charlie Parker originated the inventive and  
demanding style of Be-Bop.  Be-Bop musicians did 
not do the typical schtick and showmanship of the 
day but rather  
concentrated on expressing themselves through 
musical inventiveness,  
ground breaking compositions and virtuosity. 
 
Dobro- 1.)  An Acoustic guitar, made of wood or 
metal with a large metallic resonator cone in the 
center of its top.  The Dobro and the National guitar 
companies made resonator guitars in response to the 
guitarists of the 1920’s and 1930’s cry for a louder  
instrument.  Favored by bluegrass bands and bluesmen, 
Dobro is an anagram based on the company name: 
DOpreya BROthers. 
 
Dog Fight Section- 1.)  A very busy, heavily contrapuntal 
almost unnerving section in an  
arrangement for a large band.  The term dogfight  is 
particularly applicable to a Sousa style march.  see March 
King.  
 
 
Dog House- 1.)  A Bass Violin.  Also called the Upright, 
Bass-Fiddle, Bull-Fiddle, Stand-Up Bass, & String Bass.   
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Dog Tune- 1.)  A cliché laden or poorly 
written song.  
 
Dolo- 1.)  An instrumental solo. 
 
Doo- 1.)  A Hairdo. 
 

Door- 1.)  The total amount of money  
collected as admission fees to a bar,  
especially a Rock and Roll club, is the  
Door.  e.g.  “I can’t pay you guys but 
I’ll give you the door.” 
 
Dots- 1.)  Sheet music. 
 
Double Bass- 1.)  A Rock n’ Roll drum 
set with two kick drums. 
 

Double Neck- 1.)  An electric guitar with two necks -
typically a 6 string and a 12 string such as the Gibson 
SG 6/ 12 made  
famous by Led Zeppelin’s Jimmy Page on his 
recording of Stairway to Heaven. 
 
Double Stops- 1.)  Playing melodies or  
improvisations with each attack consisting of 
two notes, usually the diatonic intervals or 
thirds and sixths.  The term double stops  
generally applies to the guitar or 
violin.  
 
Double Time- 1.)  Playing twice as fast.  A 
double time feel means playing everything twice as fast but 
not twice as long.  Therefore, the same actual amount of 
time is spent on each measure.  
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Downbeat- 1.)  The first beat of a measure or song.   
2.)  The trade magazine of Jazz musicians.  3.)  The starting 
time of a performance. 
 
Drag- 1.)  Dull, tedious, boring and 
frustrating.  e.g. “That top-40 gig was a 
drag!”   
 
Draggin’- 1.)  An unintentional decrease 
in tempo, playing  
behind the beat.  To be going to slow.  
 
Draw- 1.)  The crowd that comes to see a  
musical act is the draw.  2.)  A band or  
personality that consistently produces an  
audience is a draw. 
 
Dreadnaught- 1.)  A steel string acoustic 
guitar.  
 
Drone- 1.)  A repetitive or sustaining note,  
usually in the bass.  
 
Droppin’ The Eggs- 1.)  Hitting bad notes. 
 
Drummer- 1.)  A person often seen in the  
company of musicians.  
 
Dry- 1.)  Dull and lifeless.  2.)  Devoid of any and all 
electronic signal processing.  When you turn off your fuzz, 
distortion, overdrive, chorus, delay, flange, reverb, phase 
and wah-wah your signal is dry. 
 
DSP- 1.)  Stands for Digital Signal Processing.  
 
Dub, Overdub- 1.)  Recording new material on top of, or in 
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place of previously recorded material.  
 
 
Dues- 1.)  The unusually difficult struggles and obstacles 
most people encounter while pursuing one of the worlds 
most difficult and competetive careers, music.  
 
Dues, Payin’- 1.)  The trials and tribulations associated 
with succeeding in the music profession, one of the world’s 
most difficult and competitive.  Countless 
rejections, auditions, low paying gigs and 
endless practice sessions are all prime examples of 
Payin’ Your Dues.  
 
Duke, The- 1.)  Band leader and pianist, Duke 
Ellington.  The Duke is regarded as one of the 
greatest composers to have ever lived.  His 
legendary big band was passed along to the 
capable hands of his son, Mercer Ellington. 
 
Dumpy- 1.)  Nickname of Duke 
Ellington. 
 
Dupe- 1.)  To duplicate an audio disc or 
tape.  
 
Dynamics- 1.)  Changes in tone, volume, 
feeling, intensity and mood during a performance.  A 
command of dynamics gives a band that professional edge. 
 
Dynamite- 1.)  Excellent, formidable and impressive.  
 
DX-7- 1.)  A multi-timbral synthesizer made by the 
Yamaha Corporation in the 1980’s.  The DX-7 was close 
to, if not the industry standard for a number of years.  All  
professional musicians and studios had at least one Yamaha 
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DX-7 keyboard. 

E 
 
Eagle flies, The- 1.)  Pay day is when the eagle flies.  The 
definitive Blues standard, T-Bone Walker’s Stormy  
Monday Blues contains the classic line: “The Eagle flies on 
Friday, Saturday I go out to play...” 
Ear- 1.) To play by ear is to play without music.  2.)  One 
who has the ability to play by ear is said to have an ear or a 
good ear.  
 
E Bass- 1.)  An electric bass guitar. 
 
Efficiency- 1.)  An efficiency ratio is used to describe the 
level of acoustic output verses the level of electrical input in 
reference to a loudspeaker.  The more efficient the speaker, 
the less electricity it needs to produce sound. 
 
Effects- 1.)  An electronic or mechanical device which  
alters the sound of an amplified instrument.  Reverb, delay 
and wah-wah are all examples of effects. 
 
Eighty- Eights- 1.)  A Piano, which generally has 88 keys.  
2.)  Any keyboard. 
 
Elevator music- 1.)  Lackluster, dull flat and weak.  
Derogatory. 
 
Embouchure- 1.)  In playing any wind instrument, the  
position of the lips. 
 
Enharmonic Spelling  
Enharmonic interval 1.)  Two different ways of expressing 
the exact same note.  For example the two notes ‘A sharp’ 
and ‘B flat’ differ from one another in name only.  The 
same is true of the two notes ‘B sharp’ and ‘C natural’.   



 
Ensemble- 1.)  Any musical group. 2.)  The overall  
cohesiveness, togetherness and blend of a musical group. 
 
Entertainment Lawyer- 1.)  A show business lawyer who 

specializes in  
coming in at the last minute and making more money than 
you do. 
 
Ethnic Act- 1.)  Music and/ or  
musicians rooted in the traditions or Folk songs of a foreign 
culture. 
 
E.Q.- 1.)  An electronic equalizer.  A signal processing  
device which boosts or cuts small segments of the sonic 
range. 
Exposure- 1.)  The ‘payoff’ received by musicians who are 
dumb enough to play for nothing.  e.g. “ We did not get 
paid for the city hall gig but what exposure!”   
2.)  Exposure to the elements, resulting in a medical  
condition such as sun poisoning or frostbite.  Possibly, this 
is why the prospect of playing for exposure does not sound 
appealing to everyone. 
 
Extensions- 1.)  Also called 
‘Tensions’, these are the notes 
added to and supported by the 
basic triad or 7th chord.  The 
extensions are generally some 
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type of  7th, 9th, 11th or 13th. 

         F 
 
Fab Four- 1.)  British Rock & Roll group The Beatles, one 

of the biggest things ever to happen in the 
music industry.  There are those who 
argue that the artistry and popularity of 
The Beatles, is a feat 
which has never been 

duplicated.  
 

Fader- 1.)  A sliding, linear volume  
control ( Potentiometer, or ‘pot’) on a  
mixing board. 
 
Fake- 1.)  To play a song, or parts of a 
song you don’t know by making educated guesses. 
 
Fake Book- 1.)  A very large song book 

containing the chord changes and melodies to popular and/ 
or standard songs.  Musicians use this basic amount of 
information  to fake a more complex arrangement of the 
fly. 
 
Fall By- 1.)  To show up, or come by.  e.g. “Fall by the 
club around eight.” 
 
Far Out- 1.)  An exclamation indicating that something is 
good, impressive or excellent.  2.)  Outside the accepted 
practices and conventions of most musicians.  Progressive 
and innovative, almost to a fault.  e.g.  “Some of that free 
Jazz is just too far out for these club owners.” 
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Fast Four- 1.)  A 12 bar Blues song 
which has the IV chord in the second 
measure.  Most often, a Blues has the 
tonic (or I chord) for the first four 
measures.  e.g. “Blues in ‘C’ with a fast 
four.”   
Fat, Fat Cat- 1.)  A Rrch tone, warm and 
full sound.   
2.)  Financially successful or wealthy . 3.) 
Well stocked.   
 
Fat City- 1.)  To be doing splendidly in business and  
financial matters.  Generally happy and satisfied. 
 
Fats- 1.)   Antoine ‘Fats’ Domino.  Pop pianist and  
vocalist who recorded many hits in the 1950’s and 1960’s 
such as Blueberry Hill and I’m Walk-in.  2.)  Legendary 
Jazz pianist and composer Thomas ‘Fats’ Waller best  
remembered for songs like Ain’t Misbehavin and This Joint 
is Jumpin.  3.)  Fats Navarro, Jazz trumpet master. 
 
Father of the Blues, The-  1.)  The self imposed moniker 
of William Christopher ‘W.C.’ Handy first appearing in a 
rich and colorful autobiography.  The author speaks of  
being the son of former slaves, a traveling minstrel, a drifter 
and bandleader. His contribution to modern American  
music could not be overstated as he was the first real 
musician-composer to work in the Blues idiom.  He  
absorbed and drew freely from spirituals, Folk songs, work 
songs and Negro songs which he synthesized into Blues 
standards such as St. Louis Blues, and Memphis Blues.  
Handy played cornet and was one of the first to view the 
Blues as a platform for improvising. 
 
Fathead- 1.)  Jazz Sax man David Newman.  
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Fatha- 1.)  Legendary Jazz piano player Earl ‘Fatha’ 
Hines.  Earl Hines is known for working with many great 
musicians such as Louis Armstrong and Sarah Vaughn as 
well as penning many Jazz standards such as Rosetta.  A 
dynamic use of octaves and rhythmic sophistication  
contributed to his fabled piano skills. 
 
 
 
Feed- 1.)  To comp or provide the backup for a soloist.   
2.) In recording, a feed is an output signal.  To send an  
output signal is to feed. 
 
Feedback- 1.)  When the output signal of an electric  
instrument is recombined with it’s input signal.  A tried and 
true way to generate feedback is to place an electric guitar 
in front of its own amplifiers speaker.  In this way, the  
output from the speaker is fed into the guitars pickups along 
with the output from the vibrating string of the guitar.  This 
type of loud, ringing feedback loop can be heard on several 
songs recorded by the late Jimi Hendrix. 
 
Fender Bass- 1.)  Specifically, an electric bass guitar made 
by the Fender company-the first company to  
perfect and market such an instrument.  This being the case, 
the term Fender Bass has come to mean 
any electric bass guitar.  
 
Figure- 1.)  Small rhythmic or melodic ideas. 
 
Fills- 1.)  Short improvised melodic bits                   and 
pieces that provide a backdrop to a      vocal or structured 
arrangement.   
e.g.  “Throw in a few piano fills  
around the vocal”. 



 
Filter- 1.)  An electronic devices which does not allow 
specific frequencies or other types of information through 
it, effectively removing them from the signal. 
 
Finger, Fingering- 1.)  The strategy employed in playing a 
scale or passage on an instrument.  To finger is to provide 
such a strategy.   
Fingers- 1.)  Nickname often given to pianists and  
sometimes guitarists and bassists. 
 
Fish Horn- 1.)  The alto saxophone. 
 
First Lady of Swing-1.)  Ella Fitzgerald, one of the  
greatest Jazz vocalists and scat singers to have ever 
lived. 
 
Five-O- 1.)  A name given to any law enforcement 
figure and derived from a popular T.V. series,  
Hawaii Five-0. 
 
Five String- 1.)  A five string banjo like 
those favored by Bluegrass  
players.  2.)  A five string bass. 
 
Flailing- 1.)  Playing the Bluegrass 
banjo. 
 
Flake, Flakey- 1.)  Call it unreliable, call 
it undependable too.  To flake out is to not 
show up or to show up and fail miserably. 
 
Flanging- 1.)  A wooshy, swishing, jet engine type of 
sound produced by mixing the sound with an exact, but 
slightly delayed replica of itself.  This effect is produced by 
a Flanger.  
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Flat - 1.)  Out of tune, slightly below the desired pitch.   
2.) A lackluster and dull performance. 
 
Flat Five - 1.)  The flatted fifth note of any Major scale.  
The Flat five is a staple in the Be-Bop and Jazz vocabulary 
as well as a defining characteristic of the Blues scale. 
 
 
Flat Picking- 1.)  Playing jigs, reels, 
hornpipes and other well known 
fairly complex melodies on the 
acoustic guitar.   
In the country music and bluegrass 
worlds there are  
conventions, contests and even 
National Championships for 
flatpickers.  
 
Flat-Top- 1.)  What country and bluegrass  musicians call a 
steel string acoustic guitar. 
 
Flea- 1.)  In Las Vegas, a patron or  
employee who is a nuisance or small money player.  Any 
bumbler or socially 
inept person associated with a casino.  Derogatory. 
 
Fleabag- 1.)  A run down hotel.   
2.)  Someone characterized as a flea. 
 
Flip Side- 1.)  A 45 rpm phonograph record (a single), has 
two sides an ‘A’ side and a ‘B’ side.  The ‘A’ side has the 
hit song on it,  
which is why the record was originally sold.   
The ‘B’, or Flip side, side is less desirable filler material. 
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Fluff- 1.)  Inconsequential, meaningless notes or  
instrumental doodling.  e.g. “That new age stuff is all 
fluff.” 
 
Flutter (Wow & Flutter)- 1.)  Irregularity 
caused by too slow of a tape speed or by an 
obstruction in the tape path.  Wow and 
flutter are different degrees of the same 
problem with wow being the slower of the 
two.  
 
Flush 1.)  Financially comfortable.  2.)   
Having money for the time being.  
 
Flutter Tonguing- 1.)  Producing a rolling 
‘Rrrrr’ sound while playing a wind 
instrument as a means adding a  
special effect. 
 
Fly- 1.)  In digital recording, to insert 
musical passages with a sequencer or other computerized 
technology as  
opposed to actually playing them over and over again on an 
real instrument.  e.g. “The wah-wah part was kind of tricky 
so Gary did it once and we flew it it into the rest of the 
track.” 
 
Flyshit- 1.)  A very dense, difficult or near impossible part, 
lead sheet or other piece of printed music.  2.)  Handwritten 
music that's too sloppy to read. 
 
Foghorn- 1.)  A tuba.  
 
Foldback- Foldback System 1.)  A foldback, or monitor, 
system is a small secondary sound system intended for only 
the ears of a loud Rock or Pop band during a performance.  
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The use of a foldback system insures that each band  
member is hearing the sound of the entire band instead of 
only himself or someone who is playing too loudly, such as 
the lead guitarist.   
 
Folkie- 1.)  Those with an interest in performing or  
listening to Folk music. 
 
Follow- 1.)  To perform after another act has performed is 
to follow them.  
 
Footballs- 1.)  Whole notes. 
 
Four Walling- 1.)  When a band fills a venue with fans. 
 
Fox Trot- 1.)  A popular dance of the 1910’s and 1920’s.  
2.)  Any Swing or basic, inside Jazz song. 
Framming- 1.)  Playing the rhythm guitar or strum style 
banjo. 
 
Freddie Green- 1.)  Rhythm guitarist for the Count Basie 
band and master of the understated 4 to the bar rhythm.  His 
name has since become synonymous with a smooth,  
uncomplicated yet swinging style of guitar comping.   
e.g. “Don’t play so much, do a Freddie Green style.”  
 
Free Jazz- 1.)  A highly improvised, spontaneous form of 
Jazz developed in the 1960’s and often associated with  
Ornette Coleman who released an album entitled Free 
Jazz.  The strict rhythms and complicated harmonies of  
traditional Jazz are set aside in favor of intuitive  
explorations and intense dialogues between the players.  
The great east coast sax man and Berklee instructor  
Jerry Bergonzi is a proponent of this style. 
 
Fretless- 1.)  An electric bass guitar favored by Jazz  
players.  The lack of metal fret wires gives the Electric bass 
a warm, natural quality similar to an acoustic bass. 



 
Frog- 1.)  On a violin or cello bow, the heel of the bow.  
 
Front, Frontman, Frontperson- 1.)  The Master of  
ceremonies and usually singer of a Rock or Jazz combo. 
 
Function- 1.)  A private party, usually a fancy dress-up  
affair. 
 
Funk-Funky  1.)  A type of R&B with a steady pulse of 
16th notes.  Music based on the rhythms of James Brown.  
2.)  That which gives black music its authenticity and  
flavor.  3.) A mild state of mental anguish.  e.g. “Since my 
lady left me I been in a funk.”  4.)  Strange, unusual,  
insincere, duplicitous or off center.  e.g. “That cat that 
owns those new nightclubs is funky about money”.         
5.)  Substandard, cheap, ugly or of poor quality.   
e.g. “I went to sit in with Jimmy and he had some funky 
home made trap kit!”  6.) A stench or foul odor. 
 
Fusion, Jazz Fusion- 1.)  Combining Jazz with elements of 
Rock, Pop, Funk, soul and Blues. 
 

G 
 
Gabriel- 1.)  Outdated nickname for a trumpet player.  
Gabriel is the biblical figure given the task of blowing his 
horn to announce the arrival of judgment day. 
 
Gain- 1.)  Amplification. 
 
Garage Band- 1.)  A amateur Rock group of neighborhood 
teenagers which rehearses simple Rock tunes in a garage.  
Garage bands are usually not good enough to perform  
professionally.  Since its inception in the 1960’s, the term 
garage band has come to mean any substandard or  



amateurish Rock group.  e.g. “I can’t book your act...You 
sound like a garage band!”  
 
Gas- 1.)  Particularly enjoyable.  2.)  Skilled, prodigious or 
well done.  e.g. “That piano player was only a young kid, 
but he was a gas!” 
 
Gaspipe- 1.)  A Trombone.  
 
Gate- Noise Gate 1.)  A device used to cut a signal when its 
level falls below some user defined value.  2.)  The total 
amount of money paid as admission fees to a performance 
is the gate. 
 
Gatemouth- 1.)  Blues singer, multi-instrumentalist, master 
of Texas Swing and showman extrodinaire Clarence 
‘Gatemouth’ Brown.  2.)  Anyone with an anatomically 
large mouth.  3.)  A blabbermouth. 
 
Gear- 1.)  Your musical equipment is your gear.    
2.)  In England, something very cool or useful.   
e.g. “ My new car is gear.” 
 
General Business- 1.)  An East Coast term referring to the 
jobs associated with the workaday world of the average  
musician.  Weddings, private events and corporate  
functions are all considered to be G.B. gigs. 
 
General MIDI- 1.)  A series of accepted standards and  
protocols used in the manufacture and factory  
programming of MIDI devices.  General MIDI makes it 
possible for machines to communicate with each other and 
for General MIDI files created on one computer or 
sequencer to be accurately played back on another. 
 
Get Off- 1.)  Free spirited improvising.  2.)  To thoroughly 



enjoy ones self. 
 
Get Out Of Town- 1.)  I do not believe you. 
 
Get it on- 1.)  To begin or participate in a Jam session or 
performance.   
 
Gettin’ It- 1.) The highly desirable feeling of being solid, 
locked in and groovin’. 
 
Ghetto Blaster- 1.)  A large, loud portable stereo. 
 
Gobo- 1.)  Means ‘go-between’.  In a studio, a large panel 
or carpeted block used to absorb sound and therefore  
separate the audio tracks from each other more efficiently. 
 
Gob Stick- 1.)  A clarinet  
 
Goose Neck- 1.)  A flexible extender placed on the end of a 
microphone stand.  The gooseneck allows microphones to 
be positioned in unusual angles such as the inside of a 
drum. 
 
Gig- 1.)  A Paid musical performance.  2.)  An unpaid 
musical performance.  3.)  Any type of gainful employment 
can be considered to be a gig as long as the work is  
performed by a musician.  e.g. “I’m going to my Security 
Guard gig.” 
 
Gigging- 1.)  To be employed playing music.  To be at a 
gig. 
 
Gin Mill- 1.)  A seedy bar or tacky nightclub.  
 
Git-Box- 1.)  A guitar. 
 
Give It Up- 1.)  Let’s have a round of applause. 



 
Glimmer Twins- 1.)  Nicknames of Keith Richards and 
Mick Jagger of The Rolling Stones Rock band. 
 
Glitch- 1.)  A sudden or recurrent computer error or 
program  
malfunction.  
 
Gnarly- 1.)  Top notch, high quality or impressive.  2.)  
Formidable,  
challenging. e.g. “Gnarly solo dude!” 
 
 
Godfather, The- 1.)  Soul, Funk and rhythm and Blues  
legend James Brown, the baddest man on the planet.  
When not incarcerated, The Godfather is also known as 
‘The Hardest Working Man In Show Business.’   
 
Golden Thumb, The- 1.)  Jazz guitarist  
Wes Montgomery who developed a beautiful, flowing and 
lyrical style using his thumb instead of a pick. 
 
Golpe ( pr. GOAL-pay)- 1.)  In flamenco music, rhythmic 
taps on the face of the guitar.  A 
flamenco guitar often has a two large 
plastic plates, called golpeadors, 
surrounding the sound hole for this 
purpose.  
 
Gone- 1.)  Excellent, marvelous or 
wonderful.  e.g. “He’s a real gone 
guy.”  2.)  A quasi hypnotic state or a 
dream like spell entered by someone 
who has been overcome by the joy 
and beauty of music.  
 
Goofus- 1.)  Showy, tasteless, meaningless or worthless 
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material created solely to sell and appeal to the uninformed 
and uncultured. 
 
Goose Neck- 1.)  The flexible extension arm of a  
microphone stand. 
 
Grand- 1.)  A thousand dollars.  e.g. “If you want my band 
this New Years, it’ll cost you a grand.”  
 
Grand Staff- 1.)  The musical staff made up of the Bass 
and Treble clefs. 
 
Gravy- 1.)  Easy money.  Extra pay for little or no work. 
 
Green- 1.)  Young, inexperienced or uninformed.   
2.)  A general lack of professional conduct and knowledge.  
e.g. “That singer was so green she didn’t know her key for 
‘Satin Doll’.”  3.) Money. 
 
Grips- 1.)  The standard, conventional chord shapes in use 
by guitarists.  2.)  A theatrical stagehand. 
 
Groan Box- 1.)  An accordion. 
 
Groove- 1.)  Strong, uncomplicated moving rhythm 
associated with Rock, R&B, Blues, Fusion & Funk music.  
A good groove is the critical element in these forms of 
music because it’s what unites the band.   
 
Groovy- 1.)  Nineteen sixties slang for anything good or 
desirable.  
 
Grounding- Ground 
Bus Ground loop, 
Earth Grounding 1.) 
Wiring electronic 
devices directly to the ground  
(The Earth) to prevent the possibility of electric shock.   
 
Groupie- 1.)  Fans, followers, hangers on and devotees of a 
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Rock group especially young girls hoping to 
sleep with band members.  
 
Grunge- 1.)  A raw, basic form of guitar 
Rock and Pop  
originating and dying in Seattle in the early 
1990’s.  With bands such as Nirvana, Grunge became the 
rage and  
marketing windfall of the period.  2.) A style of dress  
celebrating the unwashed.  A grunger  would wear ripped 
jeans, a knitted cap, aged flannel shirts and hiking boots. 
 
Gut bucket- 1.)  A raw, emotional, down and dirty, base or 
heartfelt feeling brought to Blues and Jazz.   
 

H 
 
Hack- 1.)  An unskilled musician trying to function around 
skilled musicians.  Someone whose amateurishness is 
painfully evident to everyone except himself.  2.) A taxicab 
driver.  e.g. “He was such a hack, he had become a hack.” 
 
Ham- 1.)  A performer who over does it in order to draw 
attention to their singing.  To be too expressive, too  
emotional or too cool is to Ham it up.  Any overblown 
performer is a ham. 
 
Hamp, The- 1.)  Jazz legend,  
drummer and vibraphonist  
Lionel Hampton. 
 
Hammer-On- 1.)  On the guitar or banjo, playing 
( picking )one note then  
striking and sounding another, higher note purely with the 
fretting motion of the fretting hand -without picking.  The 
second note is produced with a hammer like motion of 
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finger on the fretting hand. 
 
Hang- 1.)  A place where someone spends a lot of time 
such as a job or a bar (Hangout).  2.) To hang in there, to 
preserve. 
 
Happening- 1.)  When a person or venture is gaining  
respect, recognition and opportunity they are 
said to be  
happenin’.  2.)  When an act is playing 
well.   
e.g. “Your new band is happenin’.” 
 
Hard Bop- 1.)  A pure and 
uncompromising form  
of Be-Bop.  
 
Hard Rock- 1.)  Loud, driving Blues based guitar oriented 
Rock and Roll such as Deep Purple or Black Sabbath. 
 
Harmelodics- 1.)  The Ornette Coleman system of Jazz 
composition in which melodic ideas and themes are played 
concurrently in several different keys on electric and more 
traditional Jazz instruments. Colemans long and illustrious 
career has been cutting edge and innovative in every way 
and could be considered the foundation of atonal and free 
Jazz.  Not surprisingly he has been the target of viscous  
criticism as well as the recipient of the highest accolades. 
 
Harmonic- 1.)  Bell like sounds most easily produced on 
the 5th, 7th and 12th frets of a guitar.  Also called Chimes 
or Bell Tones.  2.)  Any audible note or overtone whose  
frequency is a multiple of an original, fundamental tone. 
 
Harp- 1.)  A Harmonica.  2.)  The Blues Harmonica. 
 
Has Been- 1.)  A noted, successful person whose career has 
waned or totally dissipated. 
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Hats- 1.)  Metallic, hat shaped trumpet mutes which are 
waved in front of the trumpet  
giving it a ‘wah’ sound.  2.) In traditional notation, a short 
accent marking. 
 
Hawaiian Guitar- 1.)  A small six string guitar, also called 
a Lap Steel played with a slide and tuned to an open chord 
such as ‘G’ or ‘C6’.  The Hawaiian style of guitar playing 
is also done on a National Steel or Dobro type of resonator 
guitar. 
 
Hawk- 1.)  A very cold wind, also called Mr. Hawkins.  
 
Hawk, The- 1.)  Tenor sax player and Jazz composer  
Coleman Hawkins.   
 
Head- 1.)  In 
improvisational music, the 
melody of a song is called 
the head.  e.g.  “Play the 
head on the soprano then 
go right into a solo.”  2.)  
The detached amplifier  
section of a small P.A. or 
large amplifier.  3.) A hippie or someone who likes to get 
high. 
 
Headbanger- 1.) A longhaired devotee of heavy 
metal music.  Headbangers are identified by a  
penchant for the color black accessorized with dog collars, 
dog chains, motorcycle wear, ripped  
T-shirts and bandannas worn in a pirate fashion. 
 
Headcharts- 1.) A band which plays tight,  
rehearsed music without the aid of printed music is said to 
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use Headcharts. 
 
Headliner- 1.) The main draw or stars of a  
multi-act concert are the Headliners. 
 
Headroom- 1.) The difference between the level of an  
audio signal and that level which cause unwanted  
distortion.  Many tape recorders have a function for  
increasing their speed as a means of adding 
headroom. 
 
Heads- 1.)  The plastic or animal hide membranes 
used for the striking area of drums.  2.)  Recording 
heads of a tape deck.  The part of a tape deck 
which touches the tape. 
 
Headshot- 1.)  A large photo of a musicians 
head, neck and face.  An unflattering headshot is 
sometimes called a  
nostril shot.  
 
Heavy - 1.)  Impressive, profound, awe inspiring or  
enlightening thoughts or statements (musical or otherwise) 
and those responsible for them.  2.) A very skilled musician 
is said to be a heavy. 
Heavy Metal- 1.)  Loud, insistent guitar driven music  
characterized by elaborate guitar solos, screeching vocals 
and quite often, sociopathic lyrics.  Heavy Metal is usually 
played by young white males.  The term Heavy Metal first 
appeared in the Steppenwolf song Born To Be Wild.  Heavy 
Metal has various sub-genres including Speed Metal, 
Thrash Metal, Death Metal and even  
Born Again Christian Metal. 
 
Heavyweight- 1.)  Someone with a lot of power,  
connections and influence.  2.)  A very skillful individual. 
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Hellacious- 1.)  Awesome, excellent.  Outstanding. 
 
Hep, Hepcat, Hepster- See Hip. 
 
Hertz- Hz 1.)  Hertz means cycles per second. A unit for 
measuring pitches (Frequencies) in terms of   
Cycles per Second. 
 
Hide Beater- 1.)  A drummer. 
 
Hides- 1.)  Drums.  See Skins, Set, Kit, and Trap kit.  
 
Hi-Hat- 1.)  A pair of small opposing cymbals  
operated with a foot pedal -an integral part of the modern 
drum set.  2.)  Conceited, superior,  
egocentric, ethnocentric or snobbish behavior. 
 
Higher Intervals- 1.)  The tensions or  
extensions accepted by a basic triad or seventh 
chord. 
 
Hightone- 1.)  A respectable, classy, stylish  
person, event or place. 
 
Hincty- 1.)  Shady, questionable, or suspicious 
people or behavior.  2.)  Arrogant or conceited. 
 
Hip- 1.)  Totally informed and up to date.  2.) 
Savvy,  
sophisticated and street smart.  Generally in the 
know in a musical and/ or social sense.  e.g. 
“My new drummer is  
really hip.” 
 
Hipcat Hepcat- 1.)  Outdated term for someone 
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who is  
totally cool, informed and up to date. 
 
Hip-Hop- 1.)  A musical and danceable form of rap music.  
2.)  The rap music culture and lifestyle.  
 
Hippy- 1.)  Those with the values and lifestyle of the 
1960’s counterculture (free love, pot smoking, universal 
peace, eastern religion etc..).  2.)  The basic and simple 
Folk Rock associated with the 1960’s counterculture. 
 
Hipster- 1.)  The same as a hipcat, some one who is up to 
date, informed and meets professional standards. 
 
Hit- 1.)  When events in a musical soundtrack are matched 
to the action in a motion picture.   2.)  To begin a  
performance.  e.g. “When do we hit?”  3. A commercially 
successful hit recording.  3.) A concerted rhythm section 
figure, the same as a kick. 
 
Hit it- 1.)  Start playing.  
 
Hock- 1.)  To pawn something, to sell it to a pawn shop.  
 
Hodad- 1.)  A poser, someone who doesn’t know what 
they’re talking about but talks about it anyway.   
2.)  A hanger on or groupie. 
 
Hokey- 1.)  Corny or silly.  Trite or cliché. 
 
Hole in the Wall- 1.)  Any small, dark, dingy and out of the 
way nightclub or bar. 
 
Hollow-body- 1.)  An archtop electric guitar which                          
has a large boxy shape, such as the Gibson L-5  
or Epiphone Emperor.  



 
Home Boy, Homey, Homes- 1.)  A 
good friend 
or someone from your hometown. 

 
Homeless- 1.)  A drummer without a girlfriend. 
 
Honky-Tonk- 1.)  Any seedy nightclub or bar. 
 
Horn- 1.)  Any Brass or reed instrument made out of 
metal.  All saxophones, trumpets and trombones are 
called horns. 
 
Horn, The- 1.)  Nickname of Jazz legend, Lena 
Horn.  Ms. Horn is one of the greatest stylists 
and ground breakers in Jazz history.  As 
passionate as she is beautiful, 
Lena Horn is an important voice in the civil  
rights movement. 
 
Hoochie-Coochie Man - 1.)  The phrase from the signature 
song in the Muddy Waters repertoire referring to a witch  
doctor or anyone skilled and knowledgeable in the art of 
voodoo. 
 
Hooker- 1.)  Someone who plays substandard or  
amateurish music on the sax. 
 
Hose- 1.)  To lie, cheat, or deceive.   
 
Hot- 1.)  Skilled, proficient and excellent.  Prodigious.  e.g. 
“They had a hot sax player.”  2.)  In recording, A high  
input level  (1) intentionally causing a distorted, gritty  
quality or (2) by unintentionally caused by too much  
voltage somewhere such as in an old piece of equipment 
that someone can’t part with. 
 
Hot Spot- 1.)  A music club or bar which is enjoying great 
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popularity, business and notoriety. 
 
Hound Doggin’- 1.)  To play slide guitar, a technique 
where a metal ‘slide’ -such as a bottleneck or metal tube is 
slid along the strings to produce a wailing vocal effect. 
 
House- 1.)  A bar or nightclub.  2.)  A techno style of rap 
originating in Detroit in the 1980’s.  House music is a  
mixture of pre-recorded commercially available dance 
tracks, and actual performing on synthesizers, record 
scratching and drum machines. 
 
House Band- 1.)  A band with a permanent or long term 
job in a bar or nightclub.   
 
Hunky-Dory- 1.)  Everything is all right.  Fine, A-O.K.  
 
Hum - 60 cycle Hum 1.)  A bothersome low pitched drone 
due to electrical interference.  
 
Hum & Strum -1.)  Singing and guitar playing in the Folk 
or Folk-Rock vein.  Typically, a coffeehouse or student  
center adopts a hum and strum format. 
 
Hz -1.)  Short for Hertz or cycles per second. 

I 
Ice- 1.)  Insensitive, cold or unfeeling behavior. 
 
Iceman- 1.)  The late Albert Collins, Blues guitar legend. 
 
Impedance- “Z” 1.)  The ease with which alternating  
current flows through a circuit.  Instruments and  
microphones are classified in terms of their impedance such 
as a Hi-Z  guitar or a Low-Z microphone. 
 



Indie, Indie Label- 1.)  A small independent record label.  
Most successful indie labels have business agreements with 
major corporate concerns which give them the power and 
clout of the large company while allowing them to retain 
their autonomy and idealism. 
 
Inside- 1.)  Logical, conventional improvisational practices 
using notes from inside the key.  For example, if a chord 
progression was comprised entirely of chords from the key 
of C, the scale used for improvisation would be a C Major 
scale.  Inside playing does not involve any altered scales, 
substitute harmonies or outside notes of any type. 
 
Insurance- 1.)  The one or two bits of material an act or 
performer has which is guaranteed to please a crowd. 
 
Interlude- 1.)  A relaxed section in the middle of a tune 
which separates the choruses. 
 
Intro- 1.)  The introduction to a piece of music. 
 
Iron Man- 1.)  Someone who plays the Caribbean steel 
drum. 
 
Ivories- 1.)  A piano.  Typically,  
piano keys were made of ivory.   
2.) Any keyboard. 
 
Ivory Thumper- 1.)  A piano player.  
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Jack- 1.)  Cash money.  2.)  To cheat, 
harass, disrespect or strike someone.  
e.g. “Quit jackin’ me around!”  3.) 
An audio connection.  Usually a jack 
is the female, or receiving of the 
connection into which a plug would 

be inserted. 
 
Jaco- 1.)  Jaco Pastorious one of the 
most talented  
musicians of all time and role model for 
generations of electric bassists.  Jaco was known for his 
associations with Pat Metheny and Weather Report. 
 
Jacket- 1.)  The large cardboard sleeve a phonograph 
record or C.D. is packaged in.  
 
Jackpot- 1.)  In Las Vegas, to place someone in an  
embarrassing or compromising situation is to jackpot them. 
 
Jam- 1.)  To play or improvise with some type of group.  
e.g. “Let’s Jam.”  2.)  To play or improvise extraordinarily 
well.  e.g. “You were Jammin’!”  3.) A party. 
 
Jams- 1.)  Long playing phonograph albums.  2.)  Any 
commercially available recordings. 
 
 
Jazz Eighths- 1.)  Eighth notes played with a Swing 
feeling, based on a pulse of eighth note triplets. 
 
J Bass- 1.)  The Fender Jazz Bass, a solid body, two pickup 
electric bass known for its rich, warm tone. 
 
J Card- 1.)  The Printed material inside a plastic cassette 
case meant to accompany the recording. 
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Jelly- 1.)  Anything for free or on the house. 
 
Jerry- 1.)  Referring to the late Jerry 
Garcia  
(aka ‘Captain trips’), leader and founder of the Rock band, 
The Grateful Dead.  Jerry was an  
excellent guitarist known for perfecting a style that was 
spacey and modal while being very  
lyrical and melodic.  As an innovator and  
originator, Jerry Garcia was highly under-rated 
outside of the guitar community and his legions 
of dedicated ‘deadheads’. 
 
Jesus Christ Superstar- 1.)  A Rock n’ Roll 
opera written by Andrew Lloyd Weber and Tim 
Rice.  One of a the few Rock operas which was 
both critically acclaimed and  
commercially successful. 
 
Jewish Alps- 1.)  The Catskill mountains in the 
state of New York.  Middle class and well to do 
Jewish families from the New York/ New Jersey 
metropolitan area would summer in the world famous 
resorts of the Catskills. Many of these resorts, such as 
Grossingers, would feature top notch entertainment and 
employ a host of house musicians. 
 
 
Jimi- 1.)  The late Jimi Hendrix who reinvented the Rock 
and Roll guitar.  Jimi is widely regarded as one of the 
greatest musicians to have ever lived and one of the 20th 
centuries musical geniuses. 
 
Jive- 1.)  A highly questionable or untrue statement or an 
out and out bold faced lie.  e.g.  “I’m a studio drummer.”   
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2.)  A person that exaggerates or lies.   
3.)  Unpleasant music played with little or 
no skill.  4.)  Hot big band music of the 
1940’s & 1930’s as played with skill and 
flair. 
 
Joe Blow- 1.)  A horn player.  2.)  Any 
Tom, Dick or Harry.  An unknown man.  
 
Joint- 1.)  Any establishment featuring 
live music. 
 
Jook Joint- 1.)  A lively bar and or brothel with a loud 
party atmosphere.  In the 1920’s and 1930’s many Jook 
Joints had a piano or small band.  2.)  A bar or nightclub 
with a Juke Box. 
 
Judge, The- 1.)  Jazz bass man Milt Hinton.  
 
Jug Band- 1.)  A bluegrass or hillbilly band featuring  
guitar, banjo, mandolin, stand-up bass, washboard and often 
a jug which is blown into for musical effect.   
 
Julliard- 1.)  The world renown and highly acclaimed  
Julliard conservatory of Music in New York, New York.  
Julliard, like most conservatories, is primarily concerned 
with Classical and 20th century music. 
 
Jump- Jump street 1.)  The start, the very beginning.  e.g. 
“I liked her right from jump.”  Means I liked her the very  
moment I met her.  3.)  A hard driving shuffling Blues or 
Swing number is a jump tune.  4.) A trip, travel. 
 

K 
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Key of the Moment- 1.)  In Jazz improvising, when a 
chord progression contains two or more chords clearly from  
another key, usually a II-V cadence. 
 
Kick- 1.)  A thrill.  2.)  Rhythmic figures played in unison 
by the entire band or just the rhythm section.  Kicks add  
flavor to arrangements and help to give a band that  
professional sound. 
 
Kick It- 1.)  To start playing.  2.)  To relax or take it easy.  
3.)  To have a party. 
 
Kicks- 1.)  Shoes.  2.)  Thrills. 
 
Kill- 1.)  To play excellently is to kill.  When an audience 
has been totally captivated and left wanting more they are 
said to have been killed.  e.g. “You killed ‘em!” 
 
Killer- 1.)  A performer who is impressive and excellent.  
One who possesses formidable skills. 
 
Killer, The- 1.)  Rock legend Jerry Lee Lewis, one of the 
most interesting and colorful characters to have ever graced 
a stage. 
 
 
King, The- 1.)  Movie star and recording artist Elvis 
Presley was known as The King of Rock & Roll.  El or 
E.P. had a tremendous amount of natural vocal ability and 
was one of the biggest show  
business sensations of all time. 
 
King of the 12 String Guitar- 1.)  Huddie Ledbetter,  
See Leadbelly. 



 
King of the Clarinet- 1.)  Artie 
Shaw.  
 
King of Jazz- 1.)  Paul Whiteman 
proclaimed himself the King of 
Jazz.  An orchestra leader, first 
trained as a viola player he formed 
many commercially successful bands.  Whiteman 
originated a style of highly orchestrated  
symphonic Jazz which was in sharp contrast to the  
aggressively improvisational groups of his day.  The Paul 
Whiteman Orchestra premiered George Gershwins’  
Rhapsody in Blue and created the wildly popular  
Records for the Millions series. 
 
King of Swing- 1.)  Benny Goodman known for  
monstrous clarinet ability in both the Classical and Jazz  
arenas, who had become a nationally known musician by 
the age of 25 (1936).  Goodman is remembered for his Jazz  
combos, big bands and for giving Jazz guitar legend  
Charlie Christian his big break. 
 
King of Western Swing- 1.)  Fiddle player and huge 
1950’s Los Angeles T.V. star Spade Cooley.  A drinker 
and hard living wife beater Cooley had his career snipped 
off in its prime for murdering his wife.  He died of a heart 
attack suffered during a performance given on a furlough 
from prison. 
King Oliver- 1.)  Joseph Oliver, Americas first big time 
Jazz  
musician and mentor to the great, Louis Armstrong. The 
recordings made by his group in the 1920's are the 
definitive examples of early New Orleans Jazz.  
 
Kit- 1.)  Any drum set -or trap kit, is a kit.  2.) A package 
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of promotional materials or promo 
kit. 
 

L 
 
Lady Day- 1.)  Eleanora ‘Billie’ 
Holiday, one of the most 
influential and esteemed Jazz-Blues singer/ stylists in  
modern music history.  Her legend was spawned as a singer 
with Count Basie and Artie Shaw.  Known for beautiful, if 
not addicting phrasing and dramatic interpretations her life 
story was made into a 1972 film, Lady Sings the Blues.  The 
name Lady Day was given her by her long time love  
interest Lester Young whom she named The President Of 
The Tenor Saxophone - or simply Prez.  
 
Lady Soul- 1.)  Aretha Franklin a.k.a. The Queen of Soul.  
 
Label- 1.)  A record company or record label. 
 
Laid Back- 1.)  A well mannered, even tempered  
individual.  2.)  A loose, relaxed social or professional  
situation.  3.) In Rhythm & Blues, a tiny, skillful hesitation 
of beats 2 & 4 of a 4/4 tempo. The snare drum and  
sometimes the rhythm guitar lay back in the most  
sophisticated of R&B music. 
 
La La Land- 1.)  Los Angeles California, Pop music and 
recording capital of the world.  The mood, climate and  
general spirit of Southern California is considerably more 
pleasant and laid back that of the other great American  
music capital, New York, New York.  Hence the name  
La La Land. 
 
Lame- 1.)  Practices and procedures that are sub-standard, 
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dumb, childish or irritating.  e.g.  
“That’s a lame excuse, get your lame ass outta here!”  2.)  
Out of style, outdated. 
 
Lap Organ- 1.)  An accordion or  
concertina. 

 
Lap Steel- 1.)  A small six string guitar, also 
called a Hawaiian Guitar.  The Lap Steel is 
played with a slide and tuned to an open chord 
such as ‘G’ or ‘C6’.    
 
Lay Back- 1.)  To decrease volume or 
overall musical  

activity.  2.) An admonishment given for 
overplaying.  e.g.  “It’s too loud, lay back!”  3.)  
Skillfully hesitating beats  
two and four of a 4/4 groove. 
 
Layering- 1.)  When a single pitch played on a synthesizer 
triggers two separate and distinct sounds (or devices) to  
create a rich, full, doubled sound. 
 
Lay out- 1.)  Do not play.  e.g.  “You’re out of tune, lay 
out!”  2.)  Ones place of residence. 
 
Leadbelly- 1.)  Blues guitar legend and singer  
Hudie Ledbetter, the King of the 12 String Guitar.   
Although not known for great instrumental technique his 
singing and composing are widely held as crucial to the  
development to Jazz, Folk and Blues music. 
Leader- 1.)  The person in charge of a professional  
situation.  As a rule, this is the same person whom has made 
the financial arrangements for the date.  2.)  The person 
who no one else ever calls for a gig.  e.g. “I’m the leader of 
my own band!”  3.)  A piece of plastic or cellophane tape 
affixed to the end of a spool of recording tape. 

LAP 

LAME 



 
Lead Sheet- 1.)  The chord changes and melody to a song, 
typically a Jazz standard. 
 
Leakage- 1.)  In recording, when the sound of one  
instrument is picked up by the microphone originally  
intended for another instrument. 
 
Ledger Lines- 1.)  Small lines placed above or below a 
musical staff used to notate pitches which are beyond the 
range of the staff.   
 
Licks- 1.)  Musical passages that are 
learned, memorized and mercilessly 
beaten into the ground.  Licks are part 
of a players musical personality and 
are often used in place of actual 
improvising. 
 
Licorice Stick- 1.)  A Clarinet. 
 
Lid- 1.)  A Hat. 
 
Limiter- 1.)  A device which sets a limit to the output 
of signal regardless of any  
input spikes.  This output level is usually set for the 
elimination of feedback or hum. 
 

Lindy, Lindy Hop- 1.)  The Lindy Hop 
was a popular type of Swing dancing.   
Musicians now refer to any smooth,  
danceable Swing as a Lindy.  
Line- 1.)  A written or improvised melody, 
a melodic line. 
 
Line Cliché- 1.)  Are rich and beautiful 
series of chords where one note moves 
through a set of static chords.  The first chords 
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of My Funny Valentine:(Cmi, Cmi-Maj7, Cmi7 C mi 6)  are 
a prime example. 
 
Line Out- 1.)  Belting out a song in a strong emotional 
manner. 
 
Lip- 1.)  Overall physical ability, agility, and endurance in 
regard to a  brass instrument such as the trumpet or  
trombone.  2.) Sassy back talk.  e.g. “Watch the Lip!” 
 
Lip Music- 1.)  Hip talk or rapping.  
 
Lip, The- 1.)  Louis Prima, Jazz trumpeter, singer and 
band leader on whom the mold was broken. 
 
Listening- 1.)  Job security. 
 
Little Jazz- 1.)  Jazz trumpeter David Eldridge. 
 
Living Large- 1.)  A lifestyle which includes all the  
trappings of wealth and gives every indication of great  
success.  2.)  A spending spree. 
 
Locked Hands- 1.)  Playing large spread voicings on the 
piano with both hands playing the same rhythm creating the 
appearance that the hand are locked together. 
 
Lock In- 1.)  To play accurately and in perfect sync with a 
band. 
 
Longhaired- 1.)  Any approach to music that involves  
serious schooling, music reading or Classical music.  
 
Loose- 1.)  A relaxed no pressure situation.  2.)  A group 
that does not play well together is loose. 



 
Loud- 1.)  Bizarre, colorful or outlandish.  2.)  Obnoxious. 
 
Loudmouth- 1.)  A microphone. 
 
Lucille- 1.)  The personal, customized inlaid Gibson ES 
335 guitar owned by Blues legend B.B. King.  A lovely  
replica of which is now in mass production by the new  
Gibson Co. of Nashville Tennessee. 
 
Lump- 1.)  In Las Vegas, someone who does not measure 
up to the most basic of professional standards but is still on 
the job. 
 
Luthier- 1.)  An artisan capable of making fine stringed  
instruments such as an arch top guitar or a violin. 
 
Lying- 1.)  Insincere playing, devoid of feeling and soul. 
 

M 
 
Main Man- 1.)  A very close friend or best friend.  2.)  A 
favorite personality or hero.  e.g.  “Wes Montgomery is my 
main Man on guitar.”  3.)  A friendly  
salutation. 
 
Mallets- 1.)  The beaters used to play a 
Vibraphone, Xylophone or Marimba.   
2.)  A Vibraphone, Xylophone or 
Marimba.   
Mando- 1.)  A mandolin. 
 
Manuscript- 1.)  The original hand 
written sheet music to a  
composition or arrangement.  2.)  Music 
writing paper. 

MALLETS 



 
Man, My- 1.)  pronoun.   A salutation.  e.g. “Yo, My man.”  
2.)  Used to express friendship and respect.   
e.g. “You’re My Man!” 
 
Man, The- 1.)  The police.  2.)  Anyone in a position of  
authority.  3.)  Anyone held in high regard. 
 
Maps- 1.)  Sheet Music, leas sheets or Jazz charts..  
 
March King, The- 1.)  John Phillips Sousa.  Arranger,  
bandleader and composer, born in Washington D.C.  Sousa 
became a big time musician touring America. and Europe 
with a band he formed in 1892.  The Sousa Band played 
brilliantly and had the panache of master showmen.  His 
best known work, The Stars and Stripes Forever was  
composed in 1897.  Many Sousa compositions and  
arrangements, such as the official version The Star  
Spangled Banner, remain staples of the concert stage. 
 
Marshalls- 1.)  English made guitar amplification known 
for beautiful tone and capable of ear shattering volume.  
The most notable proponent of Marshall amps was the late 
Jimi Hendrix. 
 
Mean- 1.)  Superior or excellent.  Good.   
e.g.  “Jaco played a mean bass.” 
 
Mechanicals- 1.)  Mechanical royalties.  A payment made 
for use of material protected under copyright.  A small  
mechanical royalty is paid for each individual copy or 
pressing of said material.  Artists who record a song written 
by another artist must pay a royalty for each copy pressed.   
 
Melisma- 1.)  Using one syllable to sing a scale or melody.   
e.g.  “ La, la, la, la .” 
 
Memory- 1.)  Computer or  



digital hardware used to store 
electronic data.  
 
                             Minim- 1.)  In 
England, a half note.  
 
Mice- 1.)  Strings, especially 
violins.  
 

Mickey Band- 1.)  A typical, hokey, wedding type of 
band.  A Mickey band usually consists of a few brass/
woodwind players and basic rhythm section.  The 
repertoire for a Mickey Band is standards, show tunes, 

ethnic tunes and Rock and Roll oldies. 
 
Mickey Mouse - 1.)  Used to unfavorably modify anyone 
or anything of inferior quality or questionable value or 
quality.  e.g. “I couldn’t hear myself sing because the club 
had this Mickey Mouse P.A.!” 
 
Mickey Mouse Ears- 1.)  Someone who can quickly and 
accurately play music by ear is said to possess Mickey 
Mouse Ears.  
 
MIDI- 1.)  Acronym for Musical Instrument Digital  
Interface.  MIDI and MIDI systems are what makes  
synthesizers, computers and sequencers work with and 
‘talk’ to each other. 
 
Midnight Idol- 1.)  Former child star, vocalist extrodinaire, 
multi-instrumentalist, star of film and television, raconteur 
and perform par excellance, Wayne Newton.  So named 
because of his nocturnal performing schedule in the city 
which he owns, Las Vegas nevada. 
 
Mike- 1.)  A microphone.  2.)  To put a microphone in front 
of something.  e.g. “Lets mike the drums.” 
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Mike sock- 1.)  A foam rubber tube which fits over the 
business end of a microphone to prevent background noise 
such as the wind blowing.  
 
Miles- 1.)  Miles Davis.  Miles is considered in that small, 
elite group of all time greats.  For its freshness and  
originality the music of Miles Davis is invariably held in 
the highest regard by all music professionals. 
 
Milk- 1.)  To use, abuse and over use.  To get the 
absolute most out of something and 
then a little more.   
e.g. “Blues guitarists 
really know how to 
milk a pentatonic 
scale.” 
 
Mixer- Mixing Board  
1.)  An Electronic  
console which  
simultaneously  
combines and  
alters the tone and  
volume of many  
different audio signals.  Mixers are  
classified according to the number of signals  
(Channels) they can simultaneously handle.  A 4 channel 
mixer would be the smallest with large and elaborate  
32 channel or 64 channel mixing boards being  
commonplace in even the most modest of studios. 
 
Mixdown- The Mix, Mixdown, Mixing 1.)  Combining  
different audio signals, either prerecorded or live into a two 
channel recording to be heard by the end listeners.  
 
Mo- 1.)  More. 
 



Modal- Modal Jazz 1.)  Music which fully explores the 
characteristic sounds and feelings of one mode of a scale.  
Songs like So What (Miles Davis) and Maiden Voyage 
(Herbie Hancock) are examples of Modal Jazz Tunes. 
Mode- 1.)  A displacement of a Major or minor scale  
created by starting and ending on any note other than the 
root.  A mode implies its own harmonic structure. 
 
Modulate- 1.)  To change key at some point in a song.  e.g. 
“Play it from the modulation.” 2.)  When changing one  
parameter of a synthesizer patch (such as vibrato) changes 
the general overall effect and flavor of the 

original sound. 
 
Module- 1.)  An electronic tone generator which must be 
triggered by an actual MIDI instrument such as a Keyboard, 
MIDI guitar or other MIDI controller. 
Mojo- 1.)  A good luck charm.  An object used in voodoo 
to cast spells. 
 
Moldy- 1.)  Out dated or out of style.  
 
Moldy Fig- 1.)  A cliché, out of style, or rinky tink Jazz  
musician. 
 
Monitors- 1.)  Speakers attached to 
a small sound system contained 
within a larger performance quality 
P.A. system.  The monitors are used 
by the performers for the purpose on 
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monitoring the quality and level of their playing in relation 
to the other instruments.  2.)  A set of speakers or 
headphones used by recording engineers for playing back, 
editing and  
evaluating recordings.  
 
Monk- 1.)  Master of Jazz piano 
and composition  
Thelonious Monk.  Monk was 
known for eccentric melodies, 
unusual harmonies and ingenious 
rhythmic  
devices.  His wife jokingly named 
him Melodious Thunk. 
 
Monophonic- 1.)  Capable of  
producing only one note at a time.  monophonic vintage 
synths are sought after for their rich and unique analog 
patches. 
 
Monster- 1.)  A highly polished, extremely versatile, very 
skilled musician.  
 
Montuno- 1.)  In Latin music, a repetitious rhythm section 
figure played underneath a soloist. 
 
Morgue- 1.)  A performance venue without an audience or 
with an unresponsive audience.  
 
Mosh, Mosh Pit- 1.)  An exuberant form of Rock dancing 

which revolves around throngs of dancers 
remaining in a state of constant, pulsating 
collision.  The 1990’s version of Slam Dancing. 
 
Mother of the Blues-  1.)  Gertrude Malissa 
Nix ‘Ma’ Rainey.  Americas first great 
professional Blues vocalist and mentor to the 
immortal Bessie Smith. GORDY 
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Motown- 1.)  Detroit, Michigan -Motor City USA.  Detroit 
is home to Berry Gordy and the Motown record label.  
Groups such as  
The Supremes, The Temptations, The Jackson 5 and The 4 
Tops are a few artists responsible for the timeless, chart 
topping Motown Sound.   
Motown Records is one of the great success  
 stories of the music business.  
Mouth organ- 1.)  A harmonica. 
 
Mountain banjo- 1.)  A long neck 4 string banjo.  
 
Movin’- 1.)  A very brisk tempo. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. of Swing- 1.)  Red Norvo and Mildred  
Bailey.  
 
Mr. B- 1.)  Legendary singer and bandleader,  
Billy Eckstine.  
 
Mr. Dobro- 1.)  Famous Country & Western musician, 
longtime member of The Patsy Montana Band and author 
of widely respected method books Tom Swatzell.    
 
Mr. Excitement- 1.)  Soul singer Jackie Wilson.  His  
biggest hit was a song entitled Higher & Higher. 
 
Mr. Guitar- 1.)  Music legend and guitarist extrodinaire 
Chet Atkins.  Chets self imposed moniker is C.G.P.  
(Country Guitar Player).  Chet Atkins has a reputation as 
one of the greatest guitarists and finest gentleman to have 
ever lived. 
 
Mr. Show Business- 1.)  Sammy Davis Jr. 
 
Mr. Showmanship- 1.)  Las Vegas show business legend 
Liberace or Lee as he was known to his friends 



 
Muddy, Mud- 1.)  Too much bass, reverb or E.Q.   
An heavy, unclear or distorted sound.   
 
Muddy Waters- 1.)  Perhaps the 
definitive Blues singer /guitarist, 
Muddy Waters.  Born 
Mckinley Morganfield in 
April of 1915 Muddy is 
responsible for all time classic cuts like 
I’m your Hoochie Coochie man and Mannish 
Boy which he recorded on the Chess label .  2.)  
Muddy Waters is also an old time expression for bad luck, 
hard times or sexual impotence. 
 
Mult- 1.)  An audio chord with one input and several 
outputs. 
 
Multi-Track- 1.)  A recording  
device capable of doing  
independent recordings on two or more tracks  2.)  To 
record musical tracks on a  
multi-track machine is to multi-track. 
 
Multi-Timbral- 1.)  A synthesizer capable of  
playing a number of distinct sounds (patches)  
simultaneously such as a bass guitar patch and a piano 
patch.  
 
Musical Noise- 1.)  The recording term for the unwelcome 
though necessary sounds produced in the playing of an  
instrument such hand shifting on a Classical guitar  
or violin. 
 
Music City, USA- 1.)  Nashville, Tennessee.  Along with 
New York and Los Angeles, Nashville is considered a  
center of the American music industry. 
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Mute-1.)  Any device which decreases the volume and  
timbre of a musical instrument such as a trumpet, trombone 
or violin mute.  2.)  Playing the guitar with the palm of the 
picking hand resting on the strings to obtain a muffled  
effect.  3.)  In recording, to turn off an input signal.   
Professional quality tape decks and recording consoles have 
a mute switch to accomplish this end. 
 
Muzak-1.)  Dull, bland and sleepy music. 
 
My bad-1.)  My mistake, my fault.  Excuse me.   

N 
 
Name, Name Act 1.)  Any important, widely acclaimed 
successful performer is a name.  
 
NAMM 1.)  Acronym for National Association of Music 
Merchants.  A professional organization of musical  
instrument manufacturers and retailers.  The NAMM show, 
held in each January in Anaheim CA. is an exciting  
international event of the largest magnitude imaginable.  
The attendees, sponsors, and artists at the NAMM  
convention are a who’s who of the music industry. 
 
Nashville Numbering- 1.)  Writing the chord changes to a 
song using or referring to the roman numerals associated 
with standard diatonic harmony.  Expressing the chord 
changes to a song using basic harmonic analysis. 
 
Nashville Tuning- 1.)  A guitar tuning in which the the 
three lowest pitched strings (Low ‘E’, ‘A’ & ‘D’ ) are  
replaced with thinner strings and then tuned an octave 
higher than normal. 
 
Nasty- 1.)  Impressive, excellent or  emotionally evocative 
playing.  e.g. “Wynton got nasty on the trumpet.” 
 



New York Minute- 1.)  A very small unit of time.  The 
time it takes to decide to take a fantastic opportunity.   
e.g. “I’d take that gig in a New York Minute!” 
 
Nick-1.)  In the U.K., to steal.  
 
Night Shift-1.)  To be deceased is to be on the night shift.   
 
N.O.-1.)  New Orleans Louisiana, birthplace of American 
Jazz and one of the great music cities of the world. 
Nobody-1.)  An average musician or performer with no or 
very little stature in the music business.  e.g.  “Don’t let the 
local cats get to you, they’re just a bunch of nobodies!” 
 
Noise-1.)  Back talk, meaningless chatter.  2.)  Recorded 
music which was not planned for.  Sources include tape 
hiss, hum, irregular signals, foot tapping and barking dogs. 
 
Noise Gate-1.)  A device which removes any part of a  
signal whose volume is below a user defined threshold or  
level.  Very low level signals are usually noise. 
 
Nostril Shot-1.)  A very unflattering photographic 
close up of the head -a Head Shot.   
 
Noodle-1.)  To mindlessly fool around on an 
instrument with out paying attention to the music 
being made.  
 
Notation-1.)  Printed music.  2.)  The art of writing 
music,   also referred to as calligraphy .  
 
Novelty Song-1.)  A song designed for 
commercial success based on being cute, funny 
or weird -not its artistic merit. e.g.  She Wore An 
Itsy Bitsy Teentsy Weentsy Yellow Polka Dot 
Bikini. 
 NYLON 



Nuke-1.)  Sonny Rollins, tenor sax legend.   
 
Number-1.)  A song or musical selection.  
 
Nylon String-1.)  A nylon string or Classical style acoustic 
guitar, all Classical guitarists employ  
exclusively nylon string guitars.  The Nylon String, with its 
rich and warm vocal quality is  
favored by many top Jazz and Pop guitarists such as Chet 
Atkins and Earl Klugh. 

O 
 

Octopus, The- 1.)  Jazz guitarist extrodinaire,  
Tal Farlow so named because of his unusually large hands. 
 
Ode- 1.)  A musical tribute or celebration of a person or 
event.  
 
Ofay- 1.)  Playing devoid of soul and feeling.  Generally, 
but not always, this term is used by a black musician to  
describe an unskilled white musician.  2.)  A white person. 
 
Off- 1.)  Out of tune, arrhythmic or not right somehow.   
2.)  An eccentric or quirky personality.  
 
Off night- 1.)  A night of the week not normally associated  
with night life or crowded nightclubs.  The off nights are 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & usually Thursday.  e.g.  
“The gig doesn’t pay too well, but its an off night.” 
 
Old Man - 1.)  Husband or boyfriend -not negative or 
derogatory.  
 
Old Lady - 1.)  Wife or girlfriend -not negative or  
derogatory.  
 
On - 1.)  When all is going very well in a particular  
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Basic Open Chords 
 

 The fifteen 
guitar  chords pictured 
on this page represent 
the most basic  
material imaginable for 
any guitarist. 
 Interestingly 
enough, a guitarist will 
often employ these 
same chord shapes 
well into their  
professional career.  
Many well known hit 
songs use only three 
or four of these chords 
in their entire  
harmonic structure. 



performance.  Well presented and tight. Musical. 
e.g. “My band was on last night.”  
 
One liner - 1.)  A short joke or wisecrack.  
 
One Night Stand - 1.)  One night only.  A performing  
contract for one evening. 
 
Open Chords- 1.)  The 15 most basic guitar chords which 
employ open strings.  (See illustration pg. 81.) 
 
Open Mike- Open Jam 1.)  A tactic employed by bars and 
nightclubs to obtain free music, free publicity, attract  
business and have their establishment become the center of 
a musical scene.  All musicians, of all levels are invited to 
wait for hours on end to join the house band for a brief  
impromptu performance.  The 
plan of the sponsor is that the 
musicians, and hopefully their 
friends and families there for the 
occasion, will spend money 
while waiting for their brief 
performance time.  See also 
Exposure. 
 
Opener- 1.)  The first song of a performance.  Usually the 
opener is one of the performing groups big hits or at the 
very least an all time favorite.  2.)  A lesser known Opening 
act which performs before the main act or Headliner. 
 
Originals- 1.)  Original music performed by the band 
which created the music.  2.)  The name given to black  
people by black people. 
 
Overblowing- 1.)  To play  
instrumental solos which are too loud, too long, too 

OVERBLOWING 



frequent, self indulgent, intrusive 
or all of the above. 
 
Overdrive- 1.)  To overdrive an 
amplifier by turning up the 
preamplifier.  In top quality 
guitar equipment this causes a 
very desirable, singing distortion.  
2.)  A distorted guitar sound. 
 
Overtones- 1.)  The fundamental frequencies which are 
higher in pitch but still part of a note.  This Overtone  
Series is largely responsible for an instruments unique  
qualities and characteristic sound. 
 
 
Ovation- 1.)  A plastic backed electro-acoustic guitar 
which is favored by most touring Rock and Pop acts 
requiring an amplified acoustic guitar.  Introduced in 1966 
by the engineer Charles Kaman, the Ovation guitar is an 
industry standard. 
 
Out- 1.)  An unusual or eccentric personality.  
(out there)  e.g. “That cat was out.”  2.)  Eclectic or  
dissonant composing or playing.  e.g.  “I like Classical but 
some of that Bartok is really out.” 
 
Outboard gear- Outboard equipment 1.)  Devices used in 
recording and performing such as signal processors,  
pre-amps and equalizers.  The outboard gear, usually placed 
in a 19” wide rack, is separate from amplification, the  
recording medium and mixing board. 
 
Outdoors- 1.)  To lack an official place of residence is to 
be outdoors. 
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Outside- 1.)  Controlled 
dissonance, or 

unusual and  

P.A. SYSTEM 
Mixer-Amp- 
The ‘Brain’ or ‘Head ’ receives 
the sound of the instruments, 
microphones and small 
amplifiers.   The instruments 
are then combined (‘mixed’) 
then sent out to the speakers.  
A larger P.A. system would 
have an elaborate separate mixing board powered by free 
standing amps. 

Main Speakers- 
The ‘Mains’ or ‘Bins’ send the 
sound out to the audience. 

Monitor Speakers- 
The ‘Monitors’ or 
‘Foldback system’ send 
the ensemble sound 
back to the band. 



unconventional note choices.  Ideally, outside playing has a 
cool, weird sound which piques the listeners interest.   
e.g.  “Some of those Monk solos are really out”. 
 
Overdub- 1.)  Recording additional music on a clean track 
of a multi-track system.  The new, or overdubbed track 
should be a welcome, in the pocket addition to the  
previously recorded music. 
 
Ox, The- 1.)  John Entwistle member of The Who band. 
As a Rock and Roll bassist without equal, The Ox is known 
for the amazing physical dexterity and facility which  
identify his completely unique playing style. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P 
P.A.- 1.)  A public address system used to amplify vocals 
and instruments.  No Rock band can convincingly perform 
without a P.A. system.  Ownership of a P.A. system is a 
good way to break into the local Rock and Roll scene.  
(See illustration on previous page.) 
 
Pad- 1.)  Place of residence.  (See also Crib)  
2.) In recording, a device which has been engineered to  
reduce input level without altering sound quality. 
 
Paid Rehearsal- 1.)  Another indication you’ve made it. 



 
Pan- 1.)  When an audio signal in a stereo situation moves 
from right to left.  2.)  A Caribbean steel drum.  3.)  To  
receive an unfavorable review is to be panned. 
 
Pan Man- 1.)  Someone who plays the Caribbean 
steel drum. 
 
Paper- 1.)  Sheet music.  2.)  Folding money.  3.)  
Legal documents such as an arrest warrant or 
marriage certificate.  
 
Patch- 1.)  A connection between pieces of audio 
gear is called a patch and done with a patch cord.  
2.)  A sound which is created by a synthesizer or 
computer and then  stored as digital information in a 
processing chip or on a floppy disk.  A patch often imitates 
a more traditional  
instrument with (1) uncanny 
realism or (2) a sickening  
artificial sound.  e.g.  “My 
new synth has a great 
Kazoo patch!” 
 
 
Patter- 1.)  The series of nonsense syllables associated with 
the Do-Wop and Pop music of the late 1950’s and early 
1960’s.  e.g.  “Hayp Hayp bum da hady hady hayp hayp 
bum da hady hady hayp hayp bum da hady hady hayp 
hayp Ahhhhhhh.......I keep away 
from a Run-around Sue” 
 
Paul- 1.)  The Gibson Les Paul 
electric guitar.  The Les Paul, 
considered to be a prestigious 
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instrument, is known for a fat, rich tone, warm sustain and 
quiet electronics. 
 
P Bass- 1.)  The Fender Precision Bass, a  
solid body electric bass favored by Rockers. 
 
Peanut Gallery- 1.)  The cheap seats or those with the 
poorest view of the stage in a theater  
or concert venue. 
 
Pearl- 1.)  Rock and Roller Janis Joplin, widely  
regarded as one of the greatest female vocalists to have ever 
lived. 
 
Peck horn- 1.)  A saxophone. 
 
Pentatonic- 1.)  A five note scale, (Major or minor)   
favored by Rock, Pop, Jazz and Blues musicians,  
especially guitarists. 
 
Pedal point- Pedal 1.)  Playing one repetitious, static bass 
note over a chord progression or part of a chord 
progression.   
e.g. “Play a pedal ‘C’ for eight bars.” 
 
Pecking- 1.)  Fast runs of staccato notes.  
 
Peep - 1.)  To read music.  
 
Percussion - 1.)  The various drums and rhythm  
instruments used in the recording and playing of Pop, Rock 
and Jazz music.  
 
Per Diem - 1.)  Literally, per day.  An extra amount of 
money given to traveling musicians to help them meet the 
expenses of life on the road. 



 
Phasing- 1.)  A special effect which gives a windy, 
whooshing sound.  When a note is combined with its  
processed identical twin Phasing  or Phase shifting has 
taken place. 
 
Phrase- 1.)  Logical musical thoughts punctuated by at 
least one and a half beats of silence. 
 
Phrasing- 1.)  Competent, experienced improvising which 
has a lyrical musical flavor.  Expression of complete  
musical thoughts punctuated by the artful use of silence. 
 
Phone Booth - 1.)  A performance venue that is physically 
very small and/ or overcrowded. 
 
Phone Plug - 1.)  A standard quarter inch audio connector 
like those found on guitar cords. 
 
Picker - 1.)  A guitarist.  
 
Pick Style - 1.)  Guitar playing done with a pick.   
 
Pickup Band- 1.)  An unrehearsed 
group for an informal jam session or 
one thrown together at the last minute.   
e.g. “Don’t play Sweet Basils with a 
pick-up band.” 
 
Pickups- 1.)  A few notes or an incomplete 
measure at the beginning of a song or 
arrangement.  2.)  The small  
magnetic microphones on an electric guitar 
used to pick up the signal and send it to the 
amplifier. 
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PING PONGING TRACKS I,2, & 3 TO 
TRACK 4 OF A MULTI TRACK TAPE DECK 



Piece- 1.)  Any musical selection but especially one from 
Classical literature.  2.)  A musical instrument is your piece. 
 
Ping-Pong - 1.)  Re-recording and merging two or more 
tracks into one track of a multi-track tape machine. 
 
Pink noise - 1.)  A hissing sound created by equal, audible 
amounts of all frequencies.  
 
Pipes- 1.)  The vocal apparatus.  2.)  Singing ability. 
 
Pix- 1.)  Photographs.  
 
Plumbing- 1.)  A trumpet.  2.)  A saxophone. 
 
Perfect pitch- 1.)  The ability to identify any note, using an 
exact letter name, simply upon hearing it. 
 
Pit Band- 1.)  A theatrical band or small orchestra  
providing the live music for a stage production. 
 
Platter- 1.)  A phonograph album.  
 
Plectrum- 1.)  A guitar pick, or any pick such as those used 
on an autoharp or in a  
harpsichord.  
 
Points- 1.)  Shares or percentage points of am recordings 
future earnings. 
 
Polychords- 1.)  A large complex chord structure which is 
seen as two smaller, well known chords played together. 
Polyphonic synthesizer- 1.)  A synthesizer capable of  
producing more that one note at the same time, in other 
words a synth capable of playing chords.  This is as  
opposed to a monophonic synthesizer which only produces 
one note at a time.  Generally, a monophonic synth would 



be an older or obsolete (vintage) 
piece of gear while the 
polyphonic synths are the 
newer generation of 
keyboards.  There are of course 
notable exceptions to this rule such 
as the incredible Yamaha VL monophonic 
synthesizer which reproduces the sound of acoustic 
instruments with stunning realism. 
 
Polyrhythm- 1.)  Superimposing a totally different meter 
or rhythms over the basic beat being played.  Polyrhythms 
are done in relation to a common downbeat. 
 
Polytonality- 1.)  Introducing another key center into an 
existing tune and drawing freely from both keys 
during the course of the tune.  
 
Pop- 1.)  Popular music.  2.)  Electric Bass 
guitar technique in which the strings are lifted and 
then dropped against the fingerboard causing a 
percussive pop through the  
amplifier.  The popping sound is most idiomatic to 
Funk and Funky Rock.  3.)  The audible pop or 
shock wave recorded upon singing words 
beginning with the letters ‘p,’ ‘t,’ & ‘b’.  This 
situation is corrected with the use of a sheer screen 
of fabric called a pop filter. 
 
Popcorn- 1.)  Rhythmic repetitious guitar figures 
as  
popularized by Steve Cropper (Booker T & the M.G.’s) 
and Cornell Dupree - the two definitive guitarists of the  
Memphis R & B scene of the 1960’s.   
 
Pop filter- 1.)  A small screen  
constructed of fabric used to filter the audible pop or shock 
wave recorded upon singing words beginning with the 
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letters ‘p’, ‘t’, & ‘b’. 
 
Popping- 1.)  Percussive technique on the electric bass 
guitar.  2.)  Excellent playing or an exceptional  
performance.  e.g. ‘When I saw Danny Gatton play he was 
really popping -he got a standing ovation.”  
 
Pops- 1.)  Legendary Jazz trumpet man and vocalist Louis 
Armstrong.  Pops (a.k.a. ‘Satchmo’) is held in the highest 
regard by informed and experienced Jazz musicians for his 
genius, originality and inventive  

improvising. 
 
Possum head- 1.)  Jazz musician Lou Donaldson.  
 
Pot- 1.)  A potentiometer.  In plain English, a volume or 
tone knob like those found on a guitar or bass.  
 
Power chord- 1.)  Major chords or simply a root-fifth  
interval played by a loud, overdriven electric guitar. 
 
Pocket, In the- 1.)  To place your playing perfectly and 
tastefully in sync with the rest of the band.  e.g. “My man 
was in the pocket.” 
 
Presence- 1.)  Is general, an E.Q. setting which boosts the 
mid to upper frequencies.  Presence means that a recorded 
instrument so sounds so realistic that it appears to be  
present in the listening environment.  

POLYPHONIC SYNTHESIZER 



 
Pre-CBS- 1.)  Musical instruments made by the Fender  
Corporation of Fullerton CA. before their acquisition by 
CBS.  Many aficionados feel that the Pre-CBS instruments 
and amplifiers made by Fender are the best to be found  
anywhere.  It is widely accepted that the CBS years were 
not the best for Fender quality and customer satisfaction.  
There are however, many people who feel the new Fender  
company of Scottsdale AZ. are manufacturing the finest 
products ever to bear the Fender name. 
 
Prez- 1.)  Legendary Jazz artist Lester Young, was named 
the President of the tenor saxophone by the great chanteuse 
Billie Holiday.  Prez,  one of the most influential of all 
tenor sax men is recognized as a driving force behind the 
Cool Jazz movement of the early 1950’s. 
 
Prince of Bop- 1.)  Charlie Parker. 
 
Prince, The- 1.)  Singer Bobby Darin was dubbed The 
Prince of Rock & Roll as an answer to Elvis Presley’s  
nickname, The King of Rock & Roll.  Bobby Darin placed 
lauded versions of Mack the Knife and Beyond the Sea on 
the Billboard top 40 charts. 
 
Program music-  1.)  Musically descriptive compositions.  
program music can be inspired by art, literature, a scene, 
program or other extra-musical event such as The Carnival 
Of Animals by Camille Saint Saens. 
 
Progressive- Progressive Jazz, Progressive Rock etc.  
1.)  The name given to the groups and musicians which are 
the stylists and trend setters in their respective genres.  Any 
music on the cutting edge of a style, stretching its limits and 
accepted conventions.  
 
Professor- 1.)  A bandleader, conductor, instructor  
or pianist.  
 



Promo- 1.)  Short for promotional material or promotional 
kit.  A promo packet containing a recording, photo,  
biography and press clippings . 
 
Public Domain- 1.)  Music whose copyright has expired or 
which has no copyright.  Traditional music, Classical music 
and musical clichés are all examples of Public Domain  
material. 
 
Pull-Off- 1.)  On the guitar or banjo, playing (picking) one 
note then striking and sounding another, lower note purely 
with a downward pulling motion of a finger on the the  
fretting hand -without picking.  The second, slurred note is 
produced with purely with this pulling motion of a finger on 
the fretting hand. 
 
Punch- 1.)  The push, force and overall energy of music. 
 
Punch In- 1.)  Editing recorded musical by means of  
replaying small parts of them directly before, during or after 
the original performance.  The punched in part is inserted 
into the track by means turning the record function off and 
on while the tape is being played along with. 
 
Punch Out- 1.)  To stop editing recorded material by  
turning off the record function. 
 
Punch Up- 1.)  To locate a specific point in recorded  
material for purposes of editing.  2.) To rework material to 
improve its overall impact.  
 
Punchy- 1.)  A bright highly E.Q.’d, present sound often 
associated with a highly processed and brightly E.Q.’d bass 
guitar. 
 
 
Punk Rock- 1.)  A loud aggressive, uncomplicated,  



unsophisticated from of Rock and Roll started by English 
youths in the 1980’s and epitomized by Sid Vicious and 
Johnny Rotten of The Sex Pistols.  Punk is a lifestyle of  
rebellion and teen angst.  Those deeply immersed in this 
lifestyle often sport safety pins mounted directly into the 
skin, large black boots, chains, carefully thought out scars 
and spiked hairdos held in place with super glue.  Punks  
often delighted in the culture shock experienced by friends, 
family and those they passed on the street. 
 
Punk- 1.)  A devotee of Punk Rock and the Punk Rock 
lifestyle.  2.)  Any weak, inferior male.   e.g. “Who was 
that punk I saw you with?” 
 

q 
 
Quantize- 1.)  A function of a MIDI sequencer or computer 
program which corrects rhythmic imperfections in  
performances recorded in a digital domain.  
 
Quadrophenia- 1.)  A Rock n’ Roll opera written and  
performed by the great British band The Who.  One of the 
few Rock operas which was both critically acclaimed and 
commercially successful. 
 
Quaver- 1.)  In England, an eighth note. 
 
Queen of Soul- 1.)  Aretha Franklin famous for recording 
such R&B classics as Respect and Chain of Fools on the 
Atlantic Label. 
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Rabbit, The- 1.)  Jazz saxophonist and featured soloist 
with The Duke Ellington Band, Johnny Hodges.  
 
Race Records- 1.)  Black music played by and marketed to 
the black community in the 1920’s.  Race records, quite 
rare and valuable today, primarily dealt with sex, alcohol 
and drugs in a bawdy, and humorously irreverent sort of 
way.  Titles like Please Warm My Weiner, Let Me Play 
With Your Poodle and Put Some Sugar In My Bowl were  
released on long gone, less than scrupulous record labels 
such as Black Swan, Vocalion and Bluebird.  As white 
folks became fans of the charm and authenticity of  
race records, white musicians began copying the ideas on 
the race records on which the groundwork for Soul and 
R&B music was being firmly laid.  This was also the  
beginning of a tradition in the music business: whites  
stealing musical ideas from blacks and successfully  
marketing those ideas to a white audience. 
 
Rack- 1.)  An electronics rack with a standardized width of 
19 inches used to organize signal processing,routing and  
amplification  for electric instruments and recording  
equipment.  Racks are found on the stage and in the studio. 
 
Rack Mount- 1.)  Equipment which neatly fits into the  
19 inch wide industry standard electronics rack. 
 
Rag- 1.)  A Ragtime composition.  2.)  A 
newspaper or trade magazine. 
 
Raga- 1.)  Modes, melodies and scales of 
Classical Indian music and the improvisations 
based on them. 
Rags- 1.)  Clothing. 
 
Ragtime- 1.)  A piano style defined and 
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perfected by Scott Joplin in compositions such as The 
Entertainer and Maple Leaf Rag.  Ragtime music relies on 
a simple (Often root-fifth) bass style and an elaborate 
syncopated melody.  
Ragtime is often composed with a strong feeling of  
cycle five root motion. 
 
Rake- 1.)  In heavy metal music, fast accurate sweeps 
across several strings of the electric guitar. 
 
Rap- 1.)  To have a conversation.  2.)  One’s reputation.   
3.)  Rap music. 
 
R&B- 1.)  Rhythm & Blues music.  The Blues based R&B 
sound was defined by the period of the 
1960’s and two  
industry centers; Detroit (Motown 
Records) and Memphis (Atlantic 
Records).  The huge modern R&B scene 
is firmly rooted in these traditions. 
 
Rasguedo - (pr. ra HAY o) 1.)  The typical flamenco type 
of strum produced by flicking all of the left hand nails 
quickly across the strings.  Rasguedo means ‘to strum’. 
 
Real Book- 1.)  The Real Book is a fake book which, in 
theory, contains all the Real chord changes to songs  
frequented in by Jazz musicians.  As the most popular of all 
fake books the Real Book is identified by its brown cover, 
home-made flavor and jail terms given to its authors for 
copyright infringement.  See Fake Book. 

 
Real Deal, The

- 1.)  

REELS 
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The nickname of Merle Haggard. 
 
Real Time- 1.)  Recording digitally (into a computer or  
sequencer) with an actual tempo -playing with a beat or in 
time. This is opposed to recording in Step time which is  
entering notes as independent events (data) with a mouse, 
or MIDI controller.   
 
Red Hot Momma- 1.)  A gutsy, emotionally evocative and 
or attractive female Jazz singer of the 1930’s or 1940’s.  
 
Reeds- 1.)  Reed Instruments, like Saxophones and  
Clarinets obtain their name and sound from a vibrating reed  
 
Reel- 1.)  The lively, melodic music of Scottish and Irish 
Folk dancing. 
 
Reels- 1.)  Spools of recording tape. 
 
Reel to Reel- 1.)  An analog style tape deck using two 
rotating spools (reels) of tape. 
 
Reet- 1.)  All right.  Nice.  
 
Reharm- Reharmonization 1.)  To rewrite the chords to a 
particular tune for the purpose of creating a richer,  
sophisticated backdrop or to bring out the melody and solo.   
2.)  To rethink the chord progression while improvising and 
base a solo on these new chords, superimposing the  
reharm on the old changes. 
 
Rehearsal Letters- 1.)  Capitalized letters enclosed in 
boxes which normally appear on Jazz charts and lead sheets 
indicating new sections or noteworthy and difficult  
passages.  e.g. “Lets take it from rehearsal letter A”.  
 
 



Release- 1.)  The bridge of a song.  2.)  The point of  
cadence in a chord progression. 
RFI- 1.)  Radio Frequency Interference.  Unwanted  
radio signals audible in sound equipment.  FM, Police, or 
CB radio signals present in an amp exemplify R.F.I. 
 
Rhodes- 1.)  The Fender Rhodes electric piano.  Now a 
rarely seen vintage instrument, the Fender Rhodes, with its 
chimey, bell-like sound was once the industry  
standard among professional keyboardists.  Today, 
synthesizers are judged, in part, on their ability to create a 
convincing Rhodes sound. 
 
Rhythm- 1.)  The general overall beat or time of music.  
Along with melody and harmony, rhythm is one of the 
building blocks of music.  2.)  The chord progression to the 
famous song, I Got Rhythm.  Rhythm Changes or Rhythm is 
the basis of countless Jazz tunes and a  
traditional practicing regimen among generations of  
Jazz musicians. 
 
Rhythm Section- 1.)  The guitar, bass, piano and  
drums/ percussion of a band or combo.  
 
Ride- 1.)  The largest cymbal of the modern drum set.   
2.)  An instrumental solo.  3.)  An Automobile.  
4.)  To establish and maintain a perfect Swing feel. 
 
Riffs- 1.)  Short musical passages.  See Licks. 
 
Righteous- 1.)  Good, formidable or excellent.   
2.)  Fair and equitable. 
 
Rig- 1.)  An amplifier, signal processing and or  
keyboard set up used in performing or recording. 
 
Right- 1.)  Playing with the utmost of integrity and soul.  
2.)  A lifestyle of integrity, ambition, good habits and hard 



work.  e.g. “Nice meeting you, stay right now!” 
Right Hand- 1.)   The piano playing done with the right 
hand, usually melodic lines.  A prodigious right hand is 
what separates the men from the boys among Jazz  
cognoscenti.  The left hand technique (the bass lines and 
harmony) is equally, if not more challenging. 
 
Rim Shot- 1.)  Simultaneously hitting the metal ring and 
the drum head of a snare drum for a loud, snappy click. 
 
Rinky Tink- 1.)  Rag time or simple, jangling Jazz 
piano playing.  2.)  Any old, corny or outdated musical 
style. 
 
Rip, Ripping- 1.)  Fast, flashy and excellent playing is 
called ripping. 
 
Roadhouse- 1.)  A large bar or nightclub out on a  
highway.  Generally, a roadhouse is located in the  
middle of two distant cities or in the middle of nowhere. 
 
Road Map- 1.)  On a chart or lead sheet, the indications 
for repeats, solos and basic overall form.  
 
Road, The- 1.)  Gainful musical employment which  
involves long periods of travel. 
 
Rock- 1.)  Rock music or playing a Rock music style.  
2.)  Historically, a heavy Swing was said to be Rocking.  
 
Rockabilly- 1.)  A raw (circa 1950’s) form of American 
Pop music combining Rock music with Hillbilly music.   
Notable artists include Carl Perkins and The Stray Cats. 
 
Rock Out- 1.)  To play excellent Rock music with  
feeling and spirit.  2.)  To be overcome with spirit and 
feeling as a result of active listening. 



Roll- 1.)  Fast cascading arpeggios on the piano.   
2.) A drum Roll.  3.) A bankroll or wad of money. 
 
Room- 1.)  Any performance venue.  2.)  The space and 
room to play a solo.  
 
Root- 1.)  The note which names a chord or scale.  
 
Roots- 1.)  The style of music which a musician has first 
studied and bases a style and development on are his or 
her roots. 
 
Rooty-Tooty- 1.)  Corny, hokey out dated music. 
 
Royalties- 1.)  Payment for use of material protected  
under copyright. 
 
Run- 1.)  A long, flowing, directional musical idea, lick, 
riff or improvised passage.  
 
Run Down- 1.)  Playing a song down for the purposes of  
demonstrating its sound level and overall qualities to a  
recording engineer. 
 

S 
 
Sampling- 1.)  Recording the sound of an acoustic  
instrument or human voice and storing it as digital  
information.  A sample is then replayed by a MIDI  
instrument in the hopes that the MIDI instrument will 
sound like the acoustic instrument.  
 
Sassy- 1.)  Sarah Vaughn, legendary Jazz stylist and  
vocalist par excellence.  



 
Satchel- 1.)  Any one who plays the trumpet.  
Satchmo- 1.)  Louis Armstrong. See Pops. 
 
Scale- 1.)  A series of notes such as the  
Major Scale (Do, Re, Mi, Fa, Sol, La, Ti, Do)  There are 
easily hundreds of accepted scales in our system of music.  
2.)  A pay scale as set by the  
musicians union. 
 
Scat- 1.)  An improvised, instrumental solo by a singer as 
popularized, but not originated by Louis Armstrong.  In a 
scat solo, lyrics are replaced by nonsense syllables to 
enable the singer to concentrate on elaborate melodic twists 
and passages.  Ella Fitzgerald and Louis 
Armstrong were famous for their fantastic scat singing. 
 
Scene- 1.)  The amount and type of musical activity in a 
particular geographical area or period of history.   
e.g.  “That Cleveland scene was jive!”  
 
Schtick- 1.)  Warn out, predictable or cliché jokes and 
skits.  The same corny old jokes that come from  
someone is his schtick. 
 
Sco- 1.)  John Scofield, Jazz guitarist extrodinaire.  

SCORE PAPER 



 
Score- 1.)  The conductors score for 
a big band or  
orchestra which contains all the parts 
for each of the  
individual instruments.  2.)  To compose a soundtrack for a 
film.  3.)  To acquire.  e.g.  “I scored a 
new axe at the pawn shop.”  2.)  A large 
payday is a score. 
 

Scratch- 1.)  Money. 
 

Scratching- 1.)  A raspy, percussive 
sound produced by  
manually spinning a record on an 
amplified turntable.  
Scratch Track- Scratch Vocal 1.)  

A track recorded for temporary 
purposes such providing cues and 
feel.  The scratch track is erased 

and re-recorded to perfection for use on the finished 
product. 
 
Screaming- 1.)  Shrill, high pitched notes. 
 
Scruggs Peg- 1.)  The tuning peg for the fifth, and  
shortest string of the 5 string banjo named for bluegrass  
legend Earl Scruggs.  The Scruggs Peg is unusual in the 
regard that its located on the mid-point of the neck and not 
the head stock. 
 
Scuffle- 1.)  To experience a great deal of difficulty 
functioning in a musical situation.  Fumbling through a 
song missing notes and losing your place.   2.)  To be barely 
meeting any challenge.  Struggling, in dire straits.  
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Seeing- 1.)  Reading music.   
 
Sell Out- 1.)  To decrease the quality or change the entire 
nature of ones artistic output for profit.  
A prostituting  
of musical abilities. 
 
Semibreve- 1.)  In England, a whole 
note. 
 
Semi-Hollowbody- 1.)  A thin, yet hollow electric guitar 
such as the Gibson ES-335.   
 
Semiquaver- 1.)  In England, a sixteenth note. 
 
Semitone- 1.)  One half step, the smallest  
notated interval in traditional western  
music notation. 
 
 Sentimental Gentleman-  
  1.)  Tommy Dorsey. 
 
Sequence- 1.)  Music recorded in the 
form of electronic data and then 
replayed by a synthesizer or sequencer 
with the touch of a button.  While some 
regard sequencing as too mechanical others 
embrace use of a sequencer as a new art form, often with 
startling results.   
2.)  An improvisational and compositional technique in 
which short melodic passages are repeated in different keys 
or modes of the same key. 
 
Serious- 1.)  Very accomplished, impressive and  
competent.  In an manner befitting respect.   
2.)  Anything very good or excellent.  e.g.  “Bro, you got a 
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serious amp.” 
 
Session- 1.)  A recording session, jam 
session, rehearsal or gig. 
 
Set- 1.)  A set of songs performed by a 
band, a 45 minute to 1 hour block 
punctuated by 10 to 15 minute breaks.  2.) 
A set of drums.  
Setup- 1.)  To set up the equipment for a 
performance.  e.g. “It takes my man two 
hours to set up!” 
 
Shades- 1.)  Sunglasses. 
 
Shake- 1.)  A very wide vibrato.   
2.)  A trill.  
 
Sharp- 1.)  Out of tune, slightly over the intended pitch.  2.)  
Stylish, snazzy, and hip clothing.   
 
Shred- 1.)  Playing the heavy metal guitar with speed, and 
clarity.  2.) Fast, prodigious, technical playing. 
 
Shedding- 1.)  Practicing a musical  
instrument.  See Woodshedding. 
 
Short- 1.)  A car.  2.) To be lacking something, especially 
money.  e.g. “Yea, he paid me but he was short!” 
 
Shout Chorus- 1.)  In big band music, a concerted cry by 
the whole ensemble.   
e.g.  “Pennsylvania six five thousand.”   
2.)  The second last to chorus of an ensemble  
presentation.  Usually the shout chorus  
features a slightly different, catchy arrangement. 

SIDES 



 
Show Biz- 1.)  The music and entertainment business.  
 
Show tunes- 1.)  Songs from Broadway musicals, which 
have become the staple tunes of the Jazz repertoire.  
 
Shuffle- 1.)  A Blues, Rock or R&B rhythm with a  
feeling of eighth note triplets, much like a Swing except 
with a strong, Rock type backbeat. 
 
Sides- 1.)  Vinyl phonograph records  
typically black in color and 10 inches in diameter. 
 
Side Drum- 1.)  In Classical music, the snare drum.  
 
Sidemen- 1.)  Musicians who comprise the backing band 
for a big time or small time musical personality.  
 
Sight Reading- 1.) Playing sheet music well the first 
time its seen.  Accurately playing printed music with no 
preparation time. 
 
Signal- 1.) A sound, or some other form of information 
which has been transformed into electrical impulses and 
then sent along a wire.  The varying electrical impulses   
(audio signals) are then converted back into sound upon 
being amplified and routed to a loudspeaker. 
 
Silverface- 1.)  An instrument amplifier manufactured in 
the late 1960’s by the Fender Corporation of Fullerton 
CA.  The Silverface amplifiers are highly prized and 
sought after for their rich vintage tone. 
 
Single- 1.)  Performing alone, usually playing the guitar 
or piano and singing.  2.)  A recording, usually a 45 
r.p.m record of a single, hit song. 



 
Sit Down, Sit Down Gig- 1.)  A steady employment in a 
bar, hotel, restaurant, or nightclub.  
 
Sit In- 1.)  A guest appearance made by a musician in a 
band which does not employ or pay him.  2.) Any paid or  
unpaid performance by a visiting musician. 
Six String- 1.)  An six string electric or acoustic guitar. 
 
Skiffle- 1.)  A light handed type of Blues shuffle or Rock 
shuffle.  Skiffle music is not Rock and Roll in a purists 
sense but relies on similar harmonies and a strong  

backbeat.  The term Skiffle originally 
meant a light, good time shuffle 
played by hacks and amateurs at rent 
parties in the early part of the 
century.  The Englishmen  
Lonnie Donnegan embraced these 

light hearted  
good-time shuffles and 
had a great commercial 
success in the British 
Isles with Skiffle music.
(Skiffle music  
dominated the pre-
Beatles Liverpool scene.)   
e.g.  “ ‘Ferry Across the Mersey’ by Gerry and the  
Pacemakers is a great old Skiffle tune.” 
 
Skin Beater- 1.)  A drummer.   
 
Skins- 1.)  Drums.  2.) Dollars. 
 
Skunk- 1.)  Guitarist Jeff Baxter.  A studio musician,  
consultant and former guitarist for The Doobie Brothers. 
 
Slab- 1.)  An electronic keyboard or synthesizer.  
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Slack- 1.)  Forgiveness or tolerance.  Breathing room in an 
interpersonal sense.  e.g. “Mr. Rich, I know I was late, but 
could you cut me some slack?” 
 
Slack key- 1.)  The tuning of the Hawaiian 
guitar,  
usually to an open chord.  A six string 
guitar is usually tuned to a G Major chord, 
the six open strings are  
loosened (slacked) to the notes D-B-G-D-
B-G.  An open ‘A’ tuning is also a 
favorite.  In an effort to emulate  
sophisticated Jazz harmonies many players 
develop rich tunings such as G 6, E 13, or E 9. 
Slam Dance-  1.)  A punk Rock inspired physical and 
aggressive dance in which  dancers forcefully slam into 
each other. 
 
Slap- ( Slap Bass) 1.)  To slap the electric or upright bass 
for a note with a decidedly percussive quality.   
Often accompanied by string popping in a funky groove.   
2.)  An admonishment, dismissal, insult or rejection. 
 
Slash Chords- 1.)  A chord in which a specific bass note, 
other than the root note is called for by the composer.  The 
Bass note of a slash chord needn’t be a chord tone. 
 
Slash Marks- 1.)  The diagonal marks made on a  
musical staff indicating the need for a musician to fill in 
some  appropriate playing at their own discretion. 
 
Slates- 1.)  Are very low pitches and a recording engineers 
spoken cues which separate the takes on a spool of tape.  
The Slates are clearly heard as beeps when the tape is spun 
at high speeds.  2.)  In film making, a little chalkboard with 

SLUSHPUM



a wooden clacker affixed to 
the top. 
 
Slide- 1.)  Slide or bottleneck 
guitar technique, in which a metal or 
glass tube is run across the strings to 
produce a smooth, (portamento) vocal 
quality.  Slide guitar is very common in 
Chicago Blues styles.  2.) Locksley 
‘Slide’ Hampton.  Trombonist and composer best known 
for his association with Lionel Hampton.   
3.)  The moving part of a trombone. 
 
Slowhand- 1.)  Nickname ironically given to Eric 
Clapton (Cream, Derek and the  
Dominoes) because of his blazingly fast and prodigious 
technique on the electric  
guitar. 
 
Slush Pump- 1.)  A trombone. 
 
Small Time- 1.)  Local average working musicians, those 
lacking any great success or fame  2)  The mediocre 
abilities and unprofessional conduct which are so often the 
mark of aforementioned small time individuals. 
 
Smokin’- 1.)  For a band or soloist to play with great 
musical skill.  e.g.  “Those cats were smokin’.” 
 
Smooth- 1.)  Relaxed, 
enjoyable and effortless 
playing.  2.) A pleasant and 
savvy personality. 
 
SMPTE- (pr. SIMM-tee ) 
1.)  Acronym for Society of  
Motion Picture and Television Engineers.  SMPTE is a 
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time code used in film scoring and audio recording.  The 
time code is recorded (called striping) onto a separate track 
of a recorder or recorders.  The numbers of the time code 
are used to synchronize the recorded music with the action 
on the video tape or music on the other deck.  SMPTE can 
also be used in a variety of creative and imaginative ways 
such as synchronizing two audio decks or an audio deck 
with a video deck. 
 
Snake- 1.)  Cheating , lying, stealing or someone associated 
with them.  3.)  A long, thick cable with numerous 
microphone  
connections at either end.  
 
Snake, The- 1.)  Blues 
guitarist Harvey Mandel of  
Canned Heat fame.  
 
Snap- 1.)  String snapping.  
To snap a string of an 
electric bass guitar back to 
the metal fret. 
 
Snazzy- 1.)  Fashionable, smart. 
 
Society Band- 1.)  A Swing band that plays smooth, inside 
danceable music for large social gatherings and prestigious 
events. 
 
Sock Cymbal- 1.)  The hi-hat of the modern drum set is 
called a Sock Cymbal.  See also Hi-hat. 
 
Solid- 1.)  Competent, professional and appropriate.   
2.)  Reliable, loyal and dependable.  3.) Good, or excellent.  
4.)  A desirable state of affairs.  5.) An affirmation or 
approval..  e.g.  Bandleader: “Here’s your pay plus a 
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bonus because your playing was solid.”   
Musician: “Solid!” 
 
Solid-Body- 1.)  An electric guitar in which the body is 
constructed of one solid  piece of finished wood such as the 
Fender Stratocaster, Gibson Les Paul or  
Yamaha Pacifica.  
 
Solo- 1.)  To improvise a melody as a member of a band.  
In Jazz, the soloist plays for a certain number of choruses, 
or passes through the songs chord progression.  
e.g.  “That cat played a burnin’ solo.”  2.)  An act with 
only one person, such as a singing guitarist is a solo act  
or a solo. 
 
Sonny- 1.)  Composer and tenor sax man Sonny Rollins.  
Sonny Rollins wrote heralded songs such as St. Thomas 
and Pent up House (see also Nuke).  2.) Composer and 
tenor sax man Sonny Stitt, one of the all time great Jazz 
musicians. 
 
Soprano- 1.)  A Soprano  
saxophone, a Bb transposing instrument in the high register.  
In Jazz, the artists most often associated with the Soprano 
are Sidney Bechet and a  
mature John Coltrane.   
 
Sorry- 1.)  Substandard or poor, lacking in some way.   
2.)  An annoying, shifty or insincere personality.  
 
Soul- 1.)  A Style of R&B with strong Blues and gospel  
influences.  James Brown, Sam & Dave and  
Otis Redding are most often associated with soul music.  
2.)  A genuine and agreeable quality to ones playing and or 
personality.  e.g. “Our singer has got some serious soul.”  
3.) All that is considered good and wonderful concerning 
the African American culture. 
 



Soul City- 1.)  Harlem, the black section of New York, 
New York. 
 
Soul Brother Number One- 1.)  James Brown.  See also,  
Hardest Working Man In Show Business, The and  
Godfather, The. 
 
Sounds- 1.)  Any music.  2.)  Phonograph records or 
recordings.  
Space- 1.)  Artful use of musical silences in composing or 
improvising.   2.)  To lose one’s concentration.   
e.g.  Bandleader:  “You’re over blowin' -let in some 
space!”  Musician:  “Sorry, I must have spaced!” 
 
Space Cadet- 1.)  Someone who is eccentric, absent 
minded or doesn’t make sense.  2.) Interested in eclectic, 
eccentric or far out ideas and lifestyles.   
 
Spaghetti- 1.)  A tangle of audio cables.  
 
Spark Jiver- 1.)  An electric organ.  
 
Spin- 1.)  To spin a phonograph album.  2.)  
To play any recording while acting as a D.J. 
 
Spit Valve- 1.)  A lever on a trumpet or 
trombone which opens to discharge 
accumulated and condensed saliva. 
 
Splice- 1.)  To physically join two pieces of 
recording tape using adhesive tape.  Splicing 
is fast becoming a lost art as tape machines 
give way to computerized and digital recorders. 
 
Split- 1.)  To leave.  e.g. “This band is lame, let’s split!”  
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2.)  A setting on a synthesizer which produces one sound 
(patch) for the left hand side of the keyboard and another 
one for the right hand side of the keyboard. 
 
Spooling- 1.)  Rewinding an audio tape without the tape 
touching the heads.  This is so the tape lays perfectly 
flat, protecting its edges and contents. 
 
Spot- 1.)  Any Jazz club or nightclub.  2.) A spotlight.  
 
Spots- 1.)  Sheet music.  
 
Spread, Spread Voicings- 1.)  Chord voicings which  
contain wide intervals and cover a large sonic distance. 
 
Square- 1.)  Uninformed, straight laced or conservative. 
The opposite of hip.  2.)  Playing which is bland  
or amateurish. 
 
Squeak Box- 1.)  A Violin. 
 
Squeeze Box- 1.)  An accordion or concertina.  
 
S.R.O.- 1.)  Abbreviation for Standing Room Only, a 
sold out performance. 
 
Stab- 1.)  Short staccato guitar chords.  2.) A guitar  
strumming pattern. 
 
Stable- 1.)  The total amount of acts and entertainers  
represented by an agent or agency.  
 
Stack- 1.)  A very large amplifier with one or two 
detached speaker cabinets. 
 



Static- 1.)  Interpersonal difficulty.   
Argumentative or difficult behavior. 
 
Standards- 1.)  Songs which Jazz  
musicians use as vehicles for  
improvisation.  Standards are usually 
tunes from Broadway musicals and  
Hollywood movies although many of 
the Jazz standards in use today are 
purely Jazz compositions such as Blue 
Monk, (Thelonious Monk) and Tune-up 
(Miles Davis).   
All amateur and professional Jazz 
musicians generally  
collect the sheet music to standard tunes 
in large thick volumes called fake books. 
 
Standard Contract- 1.)  Something which does not exist. 
 
Stand-Up- (Stand-Up Bass ) 1.)  The Bass Violin.  See 
Bass-Fiddle, Bull-Fiddle, Dog House & Upright Bass. 
 
Steel, Steel Guitar- 1.)  A Hawaiian or lap steel guitar.   
2.)  A Dobro or any slide guitar. See Lap Steel 
 
Stick, Chapman Stick- 1.)  A large elaborate fretted  
instrument which is played by tapping motion the left and 
right hands directly on the strings and therefore frets.   
Because the Stick is not strummed or picked like  
traditional fretted instruments it is called a touchboard by 
the inventor, Emmet Chapman.  2.)  A clarinet. 
 
Sticks- 1.)  Drumsticks.  2.)  Nickname often given to 
drummers.  3.)  Isolated rural areas are called the sticks. 
 
Stiff- 1.)  Music with a dry mechanical feeling.   
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2.)  Rigid, unyielding, square, uninformed or straight 
laced.  3.)  To request service of some type without  
offering a gratuity. e.g. “Can you play ‘Boogie 
Fever?’ ” 
 
Stinkin’ Up The Joint- 1.)  A terrible 
performance which usually receives an 
overwhelmingly negative response from 
listeners. 
 
Stomp- 1.)  A hard driving, heavily 
accented Jazz or Swing meant to 
encourage dancing. 
 
Stomp Box- 1.)  A small, boxy electronic 
sound effect peddle which goes between an electric 
guitar and an amplifier.  The effect is turned off and on 
by stomping on the box. 
 
Stops- 1.)  Concerted, accented rhythmic pauses 
often added to emphasize a solo  
or vocal.  2.)  Presets on an organ. 
 
Stop time- 1.)  Very sparse, clever playing by the 
rhythm section for the purpose of featuring a soloist.  
Usually the stops are played in the first beat of every 
measure.   
Sometimes the stop chorus will be an elaborately 
arranged series of kicks. 
 
Storehouse- 1.)  A piano. 
 
Storyville- 1.)  The red light district in New Orleans 
which is widely considered to be the birthplace of 
modern Jazz. 

STRAT 



 
Straight- 1.)  Eighth notes with a Classical or Rock & Roll 
feel -not swinging or jazzy.  2.)  Everything and anything 
not pertaining to the world of music and musicians.   
e.g.  “I had to take a straight gig at a bank!”  3.)  Honest.   
4.)  A person smart enough to never partake, or to have 
given up drugs and/ or alcohol. 
 
Straight Ahead- 1.)  Conventional improvisational Jazz 
directly built on the Swing and Be-Bop 
traditions.  Straight ahead would be more  
harmonically complex than Swing but more  
stayed that hard bop or fusion.  
 
Strat- 1.)  A Fender Stratocaster electric 

guitar.  Arguably the most popular make 
and model of any instrument in history. 
No guitar is as widely played or imitated.  
 
Strings- 1.)  Instruments in the string family such as the 
violin or cello.  2.)  A synthesizer patch used to imitate the 
sound of traditional stringed instruments.  3.) A guitar or 
bass guitar are often referred to as your strings.  
e.g.  “Go home and get your strings.” 
 
Stretch out- 1.)  Improvising in an uninhibited, self  
indulgent style.  Long exploratory or experimental solos. 
 
Stride- 1.)  Ragtime or boogie-woogie piano or guitar  
playing.  
 
Stroll- 1.)  To stop playing or to go home.  If your asked to 



stroll it means disengage from music making or disappear. 
 
Suitcase- 1.)  A set of drums.  2.) A portable piano 
 
Suits- 1.)  Business executives or professional people.  
 
Sus Chords,  1.)  Suspended chords, ones in which the 3rd 
is replaced by 4th or 2nd note of the Major scale. 
 
Sweetening- 1.)  Adding orchestrated parts, such as a choir, 

strings or brass, to a basic recording of a small band  
or ensemble. 
 
Sweet Pea- 1.)  Nickname of Jazz musician and composer 
Billy Strayhorn.  Sweet Pea, who held the position of 
Duke Ellingtons right hand man, wrote Take the A-Train, 
Chelsea Bridge and many other well known standard tunes.  
 
Swing- 1.)  Definitive Jazz rhythm based on an underlying 
time feeling of eighth note triplets.  2.)  A pure and  
uncomplicated form of Jazz characterized by the popular 
and big band music of the 1930’s & 1940’s.  
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Swingin’- 1.)  Hip, enjoyable, entirely appropriate and or 
memorable.  Being hip, doing cool things. 
 
Swingster- 1.)  A Swing or Jazz musician 
 
Synth- 1.)  A synthesizer.  2.)  Any electronic keyboard.  
 
System- 1.)  Two or more staves, each one representing the 
various instruments which play the parts of an orchestrated 
composition or arrangement.  All of these parts are to be 
played simultaneously.  See also, Score. 
 

T 
 
Tab- 1.)  Short for Tableture.  A form of musical  
notation for all stringed fretted instruments which is  
extremely popular with guitarists and bassists.  A tab staff 
is basically a crude diagram of a guitar neck using arabic 
numerals to indicate fret positions.  Tab notation is most  
useful when used in conjunction with a recording.   
Professional musicians consider tab an amateurish crutch 
and would never include it in any professional situation. 
Interestingly, there was a form of tab notation for lutenists 
as early as the Renaissance period. 
 
Tag- 1.)  An extra section of music used to 
emphasize the ending of a song or arrangement. 
 
Take - 1.)  One of many recorded 
versions of a song.   
e.g. “Let’s use the first take and 
scrap the other ones.”  
 
Take 5- 1.)  To take a break from performing.  
2.)  A 



song Dave Brubeck recorded in a 5/4 time signature  
featuring the great Paul Desmond on alto sax.  Take 5 is 
easily one of the most recognizable songs in the Jazz 
repertoire. 
 
Take It- Take it away 1.)  Instructing 
a band or soloist to begin playing. 
 
Take It Out- 1.)  To bring a song to 
an end. 
 
Take Off- 1.)  To solo with a sense of freedom and  
abandon.  Making excellent music.  2.)  Any departure. 
 
Talkback System- 1.)  A recording studio intercom. 
 
Tapping, String Tapping- 1.)  To play electric guitar notes 
by striking the strings directly on to the fret board with the 
picking hand thereby forsaking traditional picking or  
strumming techniques.  Guitarists known for this  
are Eddie van Halen and Stanley Jordan. 
 
T-Bone- 1.)  Aaron Thibeux Walker the first electric  
guitar hero and principle influence on B.B. King,  
Chuck Berry, and Otis Rush to name a few.  T-Bone  
pioneered and practically invented the modern electric 
Blues we have today.  He is 
the author of prototypical 
Blues  
classics such as They Call It 
Stormy Monday.  
 
Tear down- 1.)  To put away 
musical equipment at the end 
of a performance. 
 
Tearin’ up- 1.)  Red hot, right on playing.  e.g.  “Tower of 
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power was tearin’ it up.”  
 
Tech- 1.)  ( pr. ‘teck’)   A technician.  A Tech is a behinds 
the scenes skilled professional who keeps things working 
and running smoothly.  Most major Rock acts have a 
Guitar Tech for example. 
 
Tele- 1.)  (pr. ‘telly’) Short for the  
Fender Telecaster the model of  
electric guitar favored by most  
Country musicians and Nashville  
pickers.  The Tele, known as the ‘guitarists guitar’ is far 
less popular than the flagship   guitar of the Fender 
Corporation, the Stratocaster. 
 
Tenor- 1.)  A tenor saxophone.  A Bb instrument in the low 
to mid range which is very common in Rock, R&B,  Jazz 
and Blues music.  The list of all time great tenor sax artists, 
which includes  
John Coltrane and Sonny Rollins, is far too long to print 
here. 
 
Tensions- 1.)  Also called Extensions, these are the notes 
added to and supported by the basic triad or 7th chord.  The 
tensions are some type of 7th, 9th, 11th or 13th. 
 
Tenor Banjo- 1.)  A small, 4 string, short neck banjo  
favored by Dixieland musicians.  
 
Texas Swing- 1.)  A raucous, infectious hybrid of jump, 
Blues, Country and swing.  
 
Third stream- 1.)  Compositions Classical in nature with 
strong Jazz influences and overtones. 
 
Threads- 1.)  Clothing. 
 



Throne- Drummers Throne 1.)  A small specially made 
stool used for sitting behind the modern drum set. 
 
Tight- 1.)  Well rehearsed and together.  2.)  To be on 
excellent terms with someone in an interpersonal sense. 
e.g.  “I was really tight with Bill, my guitar teacher .”   
3.)  Audio recordings which have been properly engineered 
and are free from leaks and other unwanted sounds.   
 
Timbre- 1.)  The tonal quality and unique characteristics 
that color a sound.  The exact same note (pitch) can be  
produced by two instruments.  Although the pitch is the 
same the two notes sound completely different.  Such as  
A-440 being played on a kazoo and a grand piano - same 
note, completely different timbres. 
 
Tin Ear- 1.)  The inability to play by ear or recognize 
pitches quickly. 
 
Tin Pan Alley- 1.)  The area between 48th & 52nd St. in 
New York City.  Tin Pan Alley was where popular music 
was written, produced, bought, sold and recorded.  
 
Tinseltown- 1.)  The Los Angeles - Hollywood California 
area and all that pertains to the entertainment industry  
located there. 
 
Tired- 1.)  To be stale, boring and worn out musically,  
professionally or socially.  
Toast- 1.)  Completely exhausted, worn out.  2.)  Broken. 
 
Together- 1.)  A personality marked by competence, 
awareness, professionalism and excellent people skills.  
 
Tommy- 1.)  A Rock n’ Roll opera written and performed 
by the great British band The Who.  One of a the few Rock 
operas which was both critically acclaimed and  
commercially successful. 



 
Tonguing- 1.)  An articulation employed in wind  
instrument playing whereby the player forms a consonant, 
either ‘k’ or ‘t’, while playing. 
 
Tonic- 1.)  The root note of a 
particular key, ‘Do’  of the respective 
Major scale.  2.)  The Major chord 
formed on the root note of a Major 
scale. 
 
Top- 1.)  The beginning of a song or 
piece.  
 
Top 40- 1.)  The 40 most popular songs at the cash register 
according to Billboard Magazine.  2.)  Bands, and  
musicians who perform Billboards 40 most popular songs.  
 
Tore Down- 1.)  Emotionally distraught.  
 
Tracks- 1.)  Record albums or recordings.  2.)  A tape path 
for recording of individual instruments, as separate  
editable events.  A multi-track tape deck has tracks while a 
recording mixer would have busses. 
 
Trading- 1.)  Alternating of shortened instrumental solos 
between bandmates for a specified number of bars.   
Trading Fours would be alternating of 4 bar solos.   
Logically then, Trading Eights would be alternating of 8 
bar solos.  Trading is also called battling or dueling. 
 
Tram- 1.)  A trombone.  2.)  Sax man Frank Trumbauer 
the friend and constant companion of Bix Beiderbecke.  
The notorious duo of Bix and Tram joined the orchestra of 
Paul Whiteman (The King of Jazz) in 1927. 
 
Train Wreck- 1.)  A disastrous musical performance  
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characterized by 
wrong notes, missed 
cues and an  
ambiguous tempo or tempos.  See 
also Crash & Burn. 
 
‘Trane- 1.)  Tenor Saxophonist 
John Coltrane.   
Inarguably one of the finest 
musicians to have ever lived.   
 
Transcribe- 1.)  To accurately identify, reproduce and then 
notate a recorded musical performance. 
 
Transducer- 1.)  Any device which changes one form of 
energy into another.  A transducer which fits of a violin 
bridge for example, would change mechanical energy 
(vibrations) into electrical energy. 
 
Transpose- 1.)  Changing the key of a piece of music. 
 
Trap Kit- Traps 1.)  A drum set.  See also Kit, Skins and 
Hides.  2.)  Various  
percussion instruments such as a wood block or cow bell, 
added to a standard drum set. 
 
Travis Pickin’- 1.)  Elaborate, syncopated Ragtime 
flavored guitar playing done with a thumb pick and the 
fingers a la Merle Travis. 
 
Trick- 1.)  Good, excellent.  2.)  Functional in an  
impressive way.  Customized.  e.g. “Dude, your new amp 
is trick.” 
 
Tritone- 1.)  The interval of a flatted fifth.  The tritone  
divides the octave perfectly in half.  2.)  The two definitive 
notes in a dominant 7 chord, the 3rd & 7th. 

PIANO TUITION 



 
Tritone substitution- 1.)  Substituting one dominant chord 
for another.  Their root notes are separated by a tritone. 
Trucking- 1.)  Walking in a forceful, deliberate way.   
2.)  Leaving.  3.)  To keep on keeping on.  To persevere. 
 
Tubes, tube amp- 1.)  Amplification which relies on old 
fashioned vacuum tubes, as opposed to new fangled  
transistors to produce its sound.  Most feel that vacuum 
tubes have a far superior, natural, warm sound. 
 
Tuition- 1.)  In Europe, Music lessons. 
 
Tune- 1.)  A song.  2.)  To tune an instrument.  3.) A pretty 
woman. 
 
Tuned In- 1.)  Aware.  Hip.   
2.)  Paying attention. 
 
Tuned Out- 1.)  Unaware.  Square  
2.)  Inattentive 
 
Turnaround- 1.)  The last 2 or 4 measures of a Blues or 
Jazz song.  The turnaround imparts a feeling of finality to 
the chord progression and give the musicians and listeners 
the feeling of going back to the top.   
 
Turkey-Jive Turkey 1.)  An unaware, unprofessional, naive 
or incompetent person. 
 
Twang- 1.)  The ability to play Country guitar.  The overall 
mood or feeling associated with traditional Country or pre 
1980’s Nashville sound.  e.g.  “You could play Country, 
you just gotta get the twang.” 
 



Tweak- 1.)  To adjust or fine tune. 
 
Tweaked- 1.)  Destroyed, ruined.  
 
Tweed- 1.)  An instrument amplifier manufactured in the 
1950’s by the Fender Corporation of Fullerton CA., before 
their acquisition by CBS.  The Tweed amplifiers are highly 
prized and sought after for their rich vintage tone and  
aesthetic value. 
 
Twenty-Four Seven- 1.)  To emphasize constant presence 
somewhere or being in the constant company of someone.  
e.g. “Tony is with his new lady Twenty-Four Seven.” 
 
Twin- 1.)  The Fender Twin Reverb guitar amplifier.  The 
Fender Twin is seen as top notch pro gear and known for its 
ability to kick butt in any musical situation. 
 
Two Beat- 1.)  A Swing, Jazz or Dixieland song with only 
two beats per bar.  
 

U 

 
Uncool- 1.)  Not cool.  Unwanted or unacceptable. 
 
Unsolicited Material- 1.)  Recorded material not requested 
by a record label.  We do not accept unsolicited material  is 
a nice way of saying “Don't call us,we’ll call you.” 
 
Up- 1.)  A very brisk tempo.  2.)  To be enthused, excited 
and anxious.  e.g. “ I’m up for this gig because we play  
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everything up!” 
 
Upright- 1.)  The Bass Violin.  See also Bass Fiddle, Bull 
Fiddle, Dog house or Stand-up Bass. 
 
Upstage- 1.)  To draw attention to oneself as a means of 
eclipsing another performer is to upstage them.  
 
Uptight- 1.)  A stressful or anxious person or situation.  
Nervous, paranoid, hostile or confrontational.   
 
Uptempo- 1.)  A very fast tempo. 
 
Uptown- 1.)  Anything classy and 
stylish such as an  
Uptown Girl.  
 

 
V 

 
Vamp- 1.)  A catchy section of a song or arrangement to be 
repeated over and over.  A Vamp is used as an intro,  
ending, for band introductions or as a backdrop for a  
monologue. 
 
Vanilla- 1.)  To be stiff, mechanical and devoid of any soul.  
Since many innovators, studio musicians and great stylists 
of the definitive forms of American music, (Blues, Jazz, 
R&B, Funk and Soul), were African 
American, people white in color often 
paled in comparison to the prodigious  
musical abilities of their black 
counterparts.  Hence, stiff and amateurish 
playing became known as white or vanilla.  See 
also White. 
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Velvet Fog, The- 1.)  Mel Torme, Jazz vocalist  
extrodinaire.  
 
Verb- 1.)  Electronic reverberation (Reverb).  2.)  A device 
which produces reverb.  e.g.  “My new verb is bitchin’! ” 
 
Verse- 1.)  The rubato, poetic introduction to a standard, 
usually but not always a ballad.  The verse (a.k.a. The 
Lyric) is sort of a forgotten art in singing.  For example the 
song, As Time Goes By contains a beautiful poignant verse 
which is seldom heard. 
 
Vibes- 1.)  The Vibraphone, a large amplified or miked 
mallet instrument resembling a Xylophone.  Gary Burton, 
Lionel Hampton and Milt Jackson are well known for the 
association with the Vibes.  2.)  The general mood and tone 
of an interpersonal encounter.  e.g.  “I got some really 
funky vibes from that agent of mine.” 
 
Vintage- 1.)  Old musical equipment 
which is highly  
valued and sought after for its 
irreplaceable qualities.  Many 
enthusiasts and professional have a 
great emotional as well as artistic 
attachment to vintage gear.  2.) The 
vest you threw out 15 years ago which 
now costs $60.00. 
 
Vinyl- 1.)  Long playing phonograph 
records.   
2.)  Any recordings.  
 
Virtuoso-  1.)  A highly accomplished 
performer.with amazing technical  
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ability.  
 
Voice Leading- 1.)  Smooth sounding chord to chord 
movement produced by retaining common tones or  
movements of half whole steps between chord tones. 
 
 
Voice, The- 1.)  Nickname of the late Roy Orbison  
one of the greatest vocalists to have ever worked in the  
Pop/ Rock genre. 
 
Voicing- 1.)  The order and placement of the notes in a  
particular chord.  

 

W 
 
Wah-Wah- 1.)  An electronic foot peddle which quickly 
changes a guitars output signal from very bassy to very 
trebly and then back again producing a vocal Wah-Wah  
sound.  2.)  The sound made by a Wah-Wah peddle.  3.)  
American guitarist Wah-Wah Watson. 
 
Wail- 1.)  Instrumental solos which capture a vocal,  
expressive quality through the use of slurred, or bent notes,  
vibrato, dynamics and tone. 
 
Walking Bass- 1.)  Jazz bass consisting of 4 even quarter 
notes per bar which smoothly outline the harmony.  A 



walking bass generally plays the root note at the point of 
chord change.  
 
Wall wart- 1.)  A power supply for an electronic  
instrument.  Generally, a huge, grotesque plug. 
 
Waltz King- 1.)  Wayne King. 
 
Wang Bar- 1.)  Same as a Whammy Bar. see Whammy Bar 
 
Wanker- 1.)  An insincere, irritating, immature or  
duplicitous person.  A jerk. 
 
Warm-Up Artist- 1.)  A poser or at best low skilled  
musician who plays the little he does know over and over.  
The warm up artist is usually found in music stores 
‘testing’ instruments he has no intention of buying  
 
Wax- 1.)  Phonograph albums.  2.)  To make recordings is 
to wax them or to cut wax.  
 
Wet- 1.)  Electronic signal processing, (i.e. Reverb, Chorus, 
Delay, Distortion or Phasing) added  
to an amplified instrument or vocal mike. 
 
Whammy Bar- 1.)  A Vibrato bar  
attached to the bridge of an electric guitar.  A whammy bar 
lowers the pitch of the guitar when depressed. 
 
Wheel- Pitch Wheel, Modulation Wheel 1.)  A rounded, 
spring loaded switch on a synthesizer which smoothly 
changes the pitch, or colors the sound of the keyboard.  
 
 
White- 1.)  To be stiff, mechanical and devoid of any soul.  
You don’t have to actually be white to play white, but it 



helps.  Derogatory.  See Vanilla.  
 
Wing It- 1.)  To play music which is only known in the 
most vague or general way by making educated guesses. 
 
Wizard of the Strings- 1.)  
Roy Smeck, New York studio  
guitarist and session musician 
extrodinaire.  Mr. Smeck was 
a legendary teacher and 
performer, authoring several 
instructional books for both guitar and ukulele. 
 
Wizard of Waukesha- 1.)  Les Paul, born Lester William 
Polsfuss June 9, 1915 in Waukesha Wisconsin.  A world 
famous TV star, radio personality, recording artist,  
electronics wizard and musical inventor.  Nearly all  
professional guitarists cite him as a primary influence and 
all recording engineers owe him an immeasurable debt.  A 
charmer and raconteur par excellence Les Paul has secured 
his place as a music legend.  Before adopting the name  
Les Paul the red head performed under the stage names  
Red Hot Red and Rhubarb Red.   
 
Woodpile- 1.)  A Xylophone or Marimba.  
 
Woodshed- 1.)  To practice an instrument.  Legend states 
that music students were often sent to the seclusion of the 
woodshed to do their practicing as a means of exercising 
household courtesy. 
 
Woodwinds- 1.)  All flutes (Non-reeds) Saxes, Clarinets 
(Single Reeds) Oboes, Basoons and English Horns (Double 
Reeds) are  in the family of Woodwind instruments. 
 
Workstation-1.)  A synthesizer capable of digitally  

XLR plugs 



recording and editing multi-track music.  Most  
workstations contain a drum machine, multi-timbral  
synthesizer, drum machine and a disk drive for  
saving work. 
 
World's Greatest Rock and Roll Band-  1.)  The Rolling 
Stones. 
 
World Music World Beat-1.)  Rhythms, clichés and ideas 
of the culture,Pop and folk music of other countries which 
are mainstreamed into major commercial markets. 
 
Wow, Wow & Flutter- 1.)  Irregularity caused by too of a 
slow tape speed or by an obstruction in the tape path.   
Wow and flutter are different degrees of the same problem 
with wow being the slower of the two.  
 

X 
 
XLR plug- 1.)  A three pronged audio connector like those 
found on the end of a standard microphone cable.  The XLR 
connector is an industry standard in sound reinforcement, 
recording and television  
production. 
 

Y 
 
Yard, A- 1.)  One hundred dollars. 
 
Yardbird- 1.)  Charlie Parker See Bird.  
 
Yo- 1.)  Hello.   
 
Y Chords- 1.)  A chord meant to combine two signals by 
providing two inputs and one output.  Audio engineers  
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generally frown upon the use of Y chords.   
You’ll Hear It- 1.)  I don’t have the sheet music.   
2.)  I don’t know the chord changes off the top of my head.  
 

Z 
 
Z- 1.)  Impedance.  See Impedance. 
 
Zep, Led Zep- 1.)  Trend setting rock group, Led Zeppelin.  
 
Zinger- 1.)  Short jokes, wisecracks, quips or funny insults.  
 
Zofo- 1.)  Nickname of Jimmy Page guitarist for  
Led Zeppelin who cut his teeth with the famed Yardbirds. 
 
Zoot- 1.)  Jazz sax man Zoot Sims.  
 
Zooty- 1.)  Fashionable. 
 
Zone- 1.)  Experiencing a loss of concentration or  
daydreaming is to zone.  2.)  Effortlessly performing  
at the height of or beyond your ability is to be in the zone. 
 
 
 

karl
Typewritten Text

karl
Typewritten Text

karl
Typewritten Text
 

karl
Typewritten Text

karl
Typewritten Text
The Working Musicians Dictionary Of TermsISBN 0-634-02984-3All Rights Reserved by author, Karl AranjoPublished by GuitarU.com 


	Untitled-1.pdf
	Page 1
	Page 2



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




